La Salle University

La Salle University Digital Commons
La Salle Magazine

University Publications

Spring 2013

La Salle Magazine Spring 2013
La Salle University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/lasalle_magazine

Recommended Citation
La Salle University, "La Salle Magazine Spring 2013" (2013). La Salle Magazine. 233.
https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/lasalle_magazine/233

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at La Salle University Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in La Salle Magazine by an authorized administrator of La Salle
University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact duinkerken@lasalle.edu.

the first word

Building a Future Based on our Roots
WHEN I FIRST CAME TO LA SALLE IN THE FALL OF 1976,

I entered a community that defined itself as a Catholic liberal
arts college. We are now a university, physically bigger than
we were in 1976 and more diverse. We have more majors,
more fields of study, more graduate programs, more buildings and property, more campuses both here and abroad,
students from more neighborhoods, states, and nations.
I have been at La Salle under the leadership of five
presidents, inspired by them all. I believe that
changes under their leadership have been
positive and necessary. So when I was asked
to imagine what the future of La Salle
might look like, it may seem odd that I
turn not to how we are now “different”
from what we were in 1976, but rather
how we are, and ought to remain,
fundamentally the same. As I imagine
what our University will look like in
the next few decades, I believe that
we, today, can shape that future; can,
today, make choices that will define
us well into this new century.
We need to choose to continue to
build and to sustain excellent academic
programs with emphasis on teaching and
learning. When I look into the future, I see
the model of today’s Psychology Department
and its energetic young faculty. I see a new Chair
of the Department of Fine Arts eager to “remake”
the study of art at La Salle.
We need to choose to work hard to build a core curriculum
that meets the needs of our students both in terms of academic
skills and the human challenges they will face beyond their
years here. They need to get jobs, and they need to know
that their own economic security, while essential, is only one
component of their lives. They will need analytical skills and
empathy, technology and personal responsibility.
We need to choose to be that “community” I joined in
1976 where our primary job was the hands-on education
of our students. Our understanding of pedagogy may have
changed. Now we embrace “high-impact” activities like
faculty-student research, internships, service-learning, small
group work. But what remains the same is the close, intense,
and valued relationships between individual faculty and
students, relationships I have seen in my own work in
the Academic Discovery Program, the Summit Program,
the Honors Program, and the Leadership and Global
Understanding Program.

BY MARJORIE ALLEN, PH.D.

Our University, 10, 20, or more years from now, will be
more interdisciplinary, more international, and, I hope, more
mission-driven. We may, at times, disagree about what that
means or how to achieve these ends, but I believe we are
now much closer to consensus. As former Provost Richard
Nigro challenged us a few years ago to think about the kinds
of things which made a La Salle education unique, we went
to work thinking about how we convey our mission
to our students: The Essential Question, the
Greater Philadelphia Initiative, the Explorer
Connection and Cafés, the Sustainability
Conference, the Lasallian student Summer
Program on Global Leadership. The
Brother Alfred Kelly Social Justice Research
Center, the Community Building Team,
the Neighborhood Health Fair, the
Neighborhood Nursing Center, the
Neighborhood Health and Nutrition
Project, the Nonprofit Center, the
Martin Luther King Jr. Interfaith
Service, the Lasallian Day of Service,
the continuing projects of University
Ministry and Service and the Fellowship
of Community and University Services
(FOCUS), including service trips, and
the wonderful service projects of the Athletic
Department, various academic departments, and
staff—all of these remind us that we are a Lasallian
university steeped in service.
When I look into the future I choose for La Salle, I see
this University not merely educating students to succeed in
their own personal lives. I see this University distinguishing
itself by remembering that we are the institution that sees
the “practical value” of the liberal arts and sciences. We are
the institution to whom Dorothy Day came four times
to speak about the social responsibility of Christians and
Catholic social teaching. We are the institution to whom
John F. Kennedy came; we are the institution that helped
bring back a modern supermarket to the largest food desert
in Philadelphia. When I look into the future I choose for
La Salle, I see faculty and students working together, teaching and learning for the greater good. I see a future we
can choose.
Marjorie Allen, Ph.D., is an associate professor of English and Chair of
the Department of Integrative Studies. A recipient of the Lindback Award
for Distinguished Teaching, the Provost’s Faculty Service Award, and the
Distinguished Lasallian Educator Award, Allen is also a co-Director of
the Leadership and Global Understanding program.
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At La Salle, the 150th anniversary we’ve been celebrating since last summer
has been an opportunity to look back over all that has transpired since our
founding in 1863. It’s also been a time to look ahead. In this issue of La Salle

Magazine, we asked faculty and administrators to dream about 2063, when
the University will celebrate its bicentennial. Who will our students be? How will
they learn? What will they study? And how will the Lasallian mission remain
vibrant and relevant in changing times? Award-winning science fiction writer
Jack McDevitt, ‘57, has also offered his imaginative take on campus life in
2063. You’ll see in the following pages that the University’s next 50 years
are shaping up to be just as bright and exciting as the past 150.
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The Christian Brothers’ Living Legacy
BY MARGARET MCGUINNESS, PH.D., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MISSION INTEGRATION, PROFESSOR OF RELIGION

THE PICTURE ABOVE, TAKEN IN THE

1940s, is truly worth a thousand words.
Students and alumni visiting La Salle’s
campus during a celebration of the
University’s centennial celebration
would not have been surprised to see
Christian Brothers moving throughout the campus. The Brothers were
a visible presence in classrooms and
offices, and students had many opportunities to interact with them on both
formal and informal occasions. Fifty
years later, the landscape has changed.
Although the Christian Brothers remain
active in the life of the University, only
about 25 are currently engaged in
teaching and administrative work.
As a historian, I am reluctant to
predict how many, if any, Brothers
will be at La Salle when the University
commemorates its bicentennial. Like
other religious communities, the

Christian Brothers have decreased in
numbers over the last 50 years, and
their average age is in the early 70s.
What is clear, however, is that the
mission of La Salle will be supported
and implemented by the laymen and
women who understand and embrace
the ministry and history of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools.
How will we educate the Lasallian
faculty and staff of the future? I suspect
this work—which will be coordinated
by the Office of Mission Integration
and its 2063 staff—will happen in
several ways. First, Christian Brothers
have developed a number of “formation” programs designed to help those
who staff their institutions better
understand their mission, history, and
ministry. Approximately 35 members
of the La Salle University community
have already attended one of these
programs, and that number will
continue to increase. Second, under

the auspices of the Office of Mission
Integration, the University offers inhouse opportunities for faculty and
staff to incorporate the Lasallian vision
into their work. These programs range
from an orientation for new faculty—
a new and expanded version of which
will begin in fall of 2013—to seminars
where faculty and staff come together
to read, discuss, and reflect upon the
teachings and philosophy of St. John
Baptist de la Salle and the men who
have been called to follow in his footsteps for the past few hundred years.
So, in reality, the photo accompanying this article really does represent
La Salle’s faculty in 2063. Although
they will look very different and
represent a more diverse population,
the men and women of La Salle will
understand the mission and vision
of the Founder and his Brothers and
continue to implement their views
in their classrooms and offices.

Geffrey Kelly,
LL.D., ’54, M.A. ’55
Religion

I remain convinced that La Salle University
will remain at the vortex of Lasallian teaching excellence while staying at the cutting
edge of technological advances. La Salle is
and always will be proud of the values that
will inspirit our graduates to be that “light
of the world” that Jesus dared his disciples
to follow. In that respect, like my colleagues,
I will continue to serve all the other disciplines of the University in their efforts to give
the students a well-rounded education that
includes an appreciation for philosophical
wisdom, religious values, and their personal
faith, all without the kind of forced indoctrination that can ruin any future role religion
might play in our students’ lives. In our teaching, we have done our energetic best to support
the mission statement of La Salle University.
That will continue well into our future.
SPRING 2013
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Building a High-Tech Community
BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

THE FUTURE IS NOW, AS FAR AS TECHNOLOGY

in higher education is concerned.
Just more than a decade ago, faculty relied on
resources such as overhead projectors, slide shows,
and VHS tapes as they taught in the classroom, said
Greer Richardson, Ph.D., associate professor and
Director of Graduate Education programs. Today,
faculty are trying to keep up with ever-changing
new technology by incorporating streaming video,
virtual simulations, social media, handheld computing, and cloud storage into their curriculum.
“I think that online learning is here to stay,” Richardson
said. “Computing has moved beyond the PC, laptop, or
tablet to even more personal and mobile devices that are
with us during every waking and sleeping hour of our days.
Social connections will continue to grow and move into
the realm of classroom instruction. Learning will take place
at all hours. It will be convenient and become seamlessly
integrated into every aspect of our lives.”
Provost Joseph Marbach, Ph.D., ’83, stressed the need
to be able to meet students where they are. “This is a digital
generation, and various technologies are second nature
to our students, who are members of physical and virtual
communities,” he said.
Rapidly changing technology has unlocked a treasure
trove of knowledge to students, Marbach said. Changes
will continue to impact the content available to students
and the formats available in delivering that content.
William Weaver, Ph.D., associate professor of integrated
science, business, and technology (ISBT), joined the faculty
to develop the ISBT curriculum in 1999. Not long after
instituting the program, the program invested in personal

Stephen Andrilli, Ph.D., ’73
Mathematics

In the last 20 to 30 years, we have already witnessed amazing advances
in scientific/graphing calculator technology (which now factor and
expand mathematical expressions, calculate derivatives and integrals,
perform all manner of statistics, and even graph functions in 3-D). We
have also seen incredible new mathematical software and computational
engines. It may become technologically possible within the next 50 years
to have direct electronic interaction with the human brain, in which
case learning modules would be created that input information efficiently. Perhaps then there will no longer be any need to have formal
classrooms or textbooks at all. Nor would there be a need to test
students, since they will “receive” the information without loss
of transmission! Hopefully, I will have retired way before then...
4
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digital assistant (PDA) devices for the first class of 20 students,
allowing them to experiment with the color touchscreens
in the classroom and write software for apps on the devices.
Over the next few years, La Salle kept up with advancing
technology by installing wi-fi in classroom buildings and
residence halls and by beginning to use a Wiki for classroom collaboration.
“Fast forward to now, and things have gotten flatter,
smaller, faster, and more connected,” Weaver said. “Social
networking is a given, and carrying around an Internetconnected phone, camera, e-reader, movie-playing
supercomputer in your pocket is expected.”
So, what happens next? Well, Weaver expects smart surfaces
to be replaced by Google Glass, which will allow users to wear
stereoscopic displays mounted to their glasses or in their
contact lenses. Bandwidth will “be king” at universities,
allowing students to attend virtual classes and redefining
universities as socialization facilities. Students will receive
individualized curriculum in virtual classrooms, working
with other students from various locations. Universities will
look to Hollywood and “become production facilities for
real-time and asynchronous education,” he said, as faculty
develop curriculum that is more like a production, with
sound, music, and special effects.
Richardson said that quality online instruction will
continue to be a big challenge, and, in the future, there
might not be a need for K–12 schools. “I see teachers
becoming instructors for hire, rather than the backbone
of K–12 schooling,” she said.
Regardless of what lies ahead, Marbach still sees some
form of university community playing a key role in higher
education. “There will be a realization that, despite all
the advances in technology, fundamentally, we learn best
in a community,” he said. “Thinking about the future,
technology that enables community learning or communal
learning will become the dominant technology.”

cover story

Br. Joseph Burke,
F.S.C., Ph.D., ’68
Psychology

Over the past 50 years, we have witnessed
the growth of psychology as a profession as
well as a science. Much of that growth has
been in clinical and counseling psychology,
as well as psychology related to education
and business. The next 50 years will
continue that growth, coupled with trends
that are already underway. The science and
profession of psychology can increasingly
be found in athletics, the justice system,
medicine, government, and the military.

Jule Anne Henstenburg
Nutrition
The changes in our field coming up in the next 50 years will
be that nutrition recommendations will be more individualized
when we know more about personal genetics. Right now, we
make diet recommendations to avoid heart disease, cancer, and
other chronic diseases based on group or population studies.
When we are finally able to analyze an individual’s genome
and know what it means, we may be able to give someone an
individualized plan to avoid heart disease, cancer, or obesity
by eating a certain dietary pattern or ingesting specific amounts
of nutrients that their body responds to best.

Liberal Arts and the Professions—
Learning to Work Together
BY MARYSHEILA MCDONALD, ESQ., ASSOCIATE DEAN OF THE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS,
AND MARGOT SOVEN, PH.D., CORE DIRECTOR AND PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

TWO YEARS AGO, PROVOST JOSEPH

Marbach, Ph.D., ’83, invited former
La Salle professor and alumnus William
Sullivan, Ph.D., ’68, back to campus
to discuss his research related to undergraduate business education. Sullivan
and his colleagues, who co-authored
Rethinking Undergraduate Business
Education: Liberal Learning for the
Profession, uncovered the great divide
in many universities between business
schools and their liberal arts neighbors.
Though business students are
required to study the humanities and
arts, they often do not see the connection between their professionally
focused curriculum and the general
education requirements the University
prescribes. The various business disciplines continue to be some of the most
popular major choices for today’s

students. However, these same students
often have a utilitarian approach to
their college studies, believing that
all courses should lead directly to a
profession or career. Though business
is an integrative enterprise that requires
critical thinking, flexibility of mind,
and the ability to manage complex
and differing viewpoints, there is little
conscious integration between the
technical concepts of finance, for
example, and the more complicated
questions related to corporate social
responsibility, which require modes
of thinking long associated with
the liberal arts.
The liberal arts, particularly the
humanities, provide the tools to cope
with the intellectual complexity and
ambiguity that characterizes the professions our students will enter. The

conclusions of a study conducted by
the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching and Learning indicate that intentional cooperation
between those teaching in the professions and liberal arts fields is necessary
for students to apply the modes of
thinking they acquire in the liberal arts
to the problems they will encounter
in their role as professionals, their
personal lives, and their role as citizens.
The future of the liberal arts is related
to the ability of faculty to help students
see the relationship between the liberal
arts, their professional interests, and
their personal lives. The exchange of
ideas and sharing that has occurred in
this group has been exciting and has
energized all of us as we seek ways
to better integrate professional and
liberal learning.

SPRING 2013
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La Salle Class of 2063
BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

“BACK TO THE FUTURE” IS THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF

the evolution of La Salle’s student body 50 years down
the road, said Charles Gallagher, Ph.D., professor and Chair
of the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice. “If
we’re looking at the student profile right now, it’s the most
diverse it’s ever been,” he said. “It’s very much like the
population we first served in the 1870s.”
The Class of 2063 will most likely be composed of a large
percentage of first-time immigrant college students, he said.
The difference is that, in 1863, these students came from
Europe. Today and beyond, a growing number of students
will come from South and Central America. Joseph Ugras,
Ph.D., Dean of the College of Professional and Continuing
Studies and Executive Director of International Education,
expects to see a growing number of students from emerging
markets, particularly China, Brazil, Vietnam, Indonesia, and
Turkey. Many students also may be “global nomads,” said
Ed McManness, Director of the International Institute, who
travel from their country of origin and return to the U.S.
for college.

Rhonda Hazell, DDM
Biology
As an anatomy and physiology professor,
I see the presentation of the teaching the
human body in the next 50 years to go
virtual. Most students will be online learners
and will attend virtual labs, which will be
a great experience for doing a dissection.
No more formalin smells and burning of the
eyes as we currently experience. Students
will be able to learn the cardiovascular
system by watching the flow of blood through computer simulation. New
learners will still find the human body as the amazing creation that it is.

John Rybnik
English
My field is English, a subject with no real boundaries. Ideally, English
professors turn ordinary mortals into good readers, thinkers, writers, and
speakers. Since the Internet and its accompanying electronic explosion
have made accessing content a lot easier, our job going forward is
threefold: to teach students how to evaluate and organize the overwhelming mass of material at their fingertips; to provide classroom
experiences that keep them from becoming gadget-bound and unable
to interact with others “in the flesh”; and to demonstrate through our
class activities and assignments that understanding human emotions
is as important as honing cognitive skills in achieving success in life
after college.
6
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Siobhan Conaty, Ph.D.
Art History

In the next 50 years, we will see an awareness of the practical value
of the skills learned in an art history course increase dramatically.
This change has already begun. In 2001, an important study in the
Journal of the American Medical Association demonstrated that the
skills learned in a typical art history class produce better doctors.
The basic skills gained in an art history course, a type of visual literacy
that teaches a keen sense of observation along with social context
and analysis, serves students in medical fields quite well. Indeed,
visual literacy is not a skill just for art history, business, and health
studies majors at La Salle, it is a vital and practical tool necessary
for all fields of study in order to negotiate and interpret the abundance
of images in our modern world.

With this changing demographic comes new student
needs. “As society changes, I think our students will
bring needs revolving around identity,” said Provost
Joseph Marbach, Ph.D., ’83. “I believe that students will
be looking for programs that allow them to express the
characteristics that make them unique and will be looking
for ways of expressing their individuality.”
Classroom preparedness may present a challenge. Ugras
said that La Salle’s English Language Institute already is
well-positioned to serve these students, providing them
with a point of entry to get a highly valued degree at an
American school. McManness said a big part of the equation
is how the University approaches this change. “How this
changing demographic is embraced at La Salle will depend
on our leadership, our faculty and administration, and our
student body,” he said. “I have found tremendous openness
and support at La Salle for an increased demographic of
international students.”
Both Ugras and Gallagher believe a liberal arts degree
will continue to be in demand in the future. “The history of
La Salle is that the University is passionate about its liberal arts
education that is practical and leads to careers,” Ugras said.
On one hand, Ugras said, new sectors will emerge in
energy, nutrition, environmental science, adult care, and
analytics. On the other hand, Gallagher said that firstgeneration students will likely seek out practical, secure,
traditional jobs in areas such as criminal justice, nursing,
teaching, and accounting. “These are jobs that are two or
three rungs up the occupational ladder from their parents
that show clear social mobility,” he said.

cover story

Sid MacLeod
Communication
Considering the advances in the recent past, progress will continue
to be made in communication during the next 50 years. Adam and
Eve began human communication 60,000 years ago. Since then, we
have been able to record human speech and activity. We now carry,
in one hand, a device that allows us to communicate with anyone in
the whole world . . .both sounds and images. In the future, TV and
movies will go through the 3-D phase and finally become holograms.
All images in print, billboards, and photos will also be created by
holography. All sounds and images will be sent and received digitally.
Communication hardware and devices will become smaller and
smaller. Microchips, the size of a grain of rice, are now implanted
in animals . . . will humans be next?

Susan Borkowski, Ph.D.
Accounting
Accounting used to be the haven of professionals who liked to play
with numbers and preferred consistency in their day-to-day routines.
Even 30 years ago, up to 70 percent of an accountant’s job was about
creating and entering routine daily and month-end transactions and
developing routine reports, with only 30 percent involved in the analysis
of those transactions and reports, and a minimal amount devoted
to decision-making. With advances in computerized systems, most
routine accounting transactions are now automatically generated.
This frees up an accounting professional to spend the majority of
his or her time analyzing results from the systems, suggesting policy
or strategy changes to address issues discovered through these
analyses. An accountant in the coming years needs to be a creative
thinker and problem-solver and less of a technical expert.

McManness sees future international students returning
to more classic disciplines. “Going deeper in philosophy,
religion, arts, music, and culture will help them interact more
authentically with people from all over the world. Many
universities in the U.S. are re-emphasizing the need for
liberal arts studies for the next generation of students,”
he said.
Many of these students will be hardworking, determined,
and very bright, but they also will be dealing with complicated
family lives that include full-time jobs, elderly parents, and
family care. Because of that, Gallagher said he hopes to see
a required course on diversity—already in place at many
institutions—that addresses the history of different cultures
and consciously prepares students to be more understanding
of each other.
“La Salle is doing what it’s always done; it’s creating a
springboard for students,” he said. “In many ways, we are
what we were in 1863.”

Marianne Gauss, ’75, MBA ’87
Management

Technology has dominated business. I think the future will go to those
who can optimize the use of these new technologies. In particular,
I think the ability to mine (as in analyze) data will be key. Of course,
I hope that part of that formula is more attention to privacy. Students
are already more Internet-dependent than in the recent past. The
teaching I foresee will require that students learn how to evaluate
the source and validity of information and then do a better of job
of planning for the future. Also, with a more global view comes more
global responsibilities. Hopefully, we’ll be able to teach classes with
a more varied student body (here and abroad), helping each group
understand and inform the other.

Michael Sude, Ph.D.
Psychology
Marriage and family therapy (MFT)
training will likely primarily expand by
providing graduate students distancelearning opportunities. Instructors
already have the capabilities to bring
guest speakers to class via live Web
feed. The next step is to transfer this
capability to help with training in
graduate clinical internships. With
advancements in technology, the
next 50 years could see a shift in
clinical faculty members’ abilities to watch sessions from a distance,
as well as be able to interact with student therapists during and after
sessions. This would provide many more opportunities for clinical
faculty to give valuable and immediate feedback and guidance to
student therapists, which would in turn be helpful to the therapy
process with client-families.

SPRING 2013
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Donna Fiedler, Ph.D.

Bert Strieb

Social Work

Physics

Social workers have always been in great demand, and, as the profession has matured, we are
in even greater demand. The Bureau of Labor has stated that social work is one of the professions
that will be in great demand in the near future. That will not change in the far future. Social work
is active in many fields: counseling, work with families, the aged, hospice, medical settings, the
armed services and Veteran Affairs, and criminal justice, to name just a few. Unfortunately, societal
problems and individual needs will not go away, and therefore the demand continues to be and
even to increase. The need will continue for social workers to empower, strengthen, and encourage.

Physics is such a
mature science that
I expect little change
in the content of
what is taught to all
but the most precocious physics and
science majors. The
real changes will,
I hope, come in the
area of educating
the general public about the exciting and
radical changes in worldview that have come
about over the past 100 years from what we
have learned and are learning about the rules
governing the physical universe and its history
and future. The thus-far-unaccomplished
job of informing the public about these ideas
is as important as and perhaps more difficult
than creating a public that knows about our
cultural highpoints such as Shakespeare,
Leonardo, Beethoven, Stravinsky, Picasso,
Proust, Darwin, Thoreau, Charlie Parker,
the Beatles, and Billie Holiday.

Br. John Crawford, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’76
Religion

Religion teachers have always grappled with the reality that our academic discipline does not lend
itself easily to quantifiable measurements. After all, ultimate success in religion depends on the
quality of relationships that our graduates develop throughout their lifetimes with their families,
colleagues, neighbors, and with God. Yet, we teach and test students considering the best
of traditions, hoping that eager minds entrusted to us might be inspired by the examples from
Scriptures and legacies to go out into the world and do likewise. Fifty years from now, religion
departments, especially at Catholic universities, will still be called to engage the best in ourselves to ponder what matters in life and to consider how the risky business of a life of faith
is worth it to make a positive difference for others. Hope, then, is a place like La Salle, real
or virtual, that invites people to use their heads and hearts to bring the Good News to a world
that always needs it.

John Rooney, Ph.D., ’46

David Zuzga, Ph.D.

Psychology

Biology

La Salle had been educating students for
almost 100 years before its first alumnus
became a psychologist (I claim to be the
second). Today, psychology is flourishing. In
the future, I see remarkable interdisciplinary
research and application in fields as diverse
as cognitive development, health sciences,
psycho-economics, human-factors engineering,
neuropsychology, and systems development.
I see a public that is increasingly sophisticated
in psychology, relating to one another globally,
with a realization that satisfaction stems
from helping one another and accomplishing
something of value rather than acquiring
wealth and power. Even more important
than progress in psychology, however, is for
people to acquire wisdom to utilize it well.

Biology is no longer the exclusive domain of biologists.
Increasingly, physicists, chemists, mathematicians, computer
scientists, statisticians, and engineers converge upon biology,
transforming it into an interdisciplinary science. Boundaries
between disciplines blur, and new integrated fields such as
proteomics, systems biology, and synthetic biology emerge.
Rather than offer courses describing a large breadth of
content from the perspective of a single discipline, such
as genetics or microbiology, the content of future biology
courses will narrow and will be presented from a multitude
of integrated perspectives. To be a biology student will require
the quantitative reasoning of a statistician and mathematician, the technical expertise and
pragmatism of a computer scientist and engineer, and the theoretical perspective of a physicist,
while still retaining the curiosity and wonder for life that lies in the heart of a biologist.

Br. Ed Sheehy, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’68
History

Up until relatively recently, “chalk and talk” was the basic method of history education.
The impact of technology, especially the Internet and PowerPoint, for example, have greatly
impacted the discipline. An emphasis on “city as a classroom” and travel/study at La Salle
will continue to influence our classes, as will more of a student-involved process (small group
discussion, for instance). Clearly, online courses, perhaps mostly hybrids at first, have already
been introduced nationally. Topically, courses will concentrate more on people (oral history),
trends and themes, rather than just factual presentations, as well as studying neglected groups
in our society. In all of this change, however, the belief that most of the word “history” is
“story” will continue to be an important approach.
8
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THE PLAY’S THE THING
BY JACK MCDEVITT, ’57

Jack McDevitt is the award-winning author of more than 20 science
fiction books and story collections. His latest story, excerpted below
and appearing in full at www.lasalle.edu/McDevitt, imagines
a La Salle classroom in 2063, with a fascinating guest speaker.
IT HAD BEEN 20 YEARS SINCE DENNIS COLBY AND I

patrolled the outfield for the Explorers. I’d hoped to
move on to the Phillies, but you probably know how that
turned out. Eventually I came back to La Salle’s English
Department, which is how I came to be sitting with the rest
of the faculty in Rossi Hall when Dennis received the 2063
Holroyd Award for his work in computer technology, which
had initiated advances across every scientific field.
He didn’t look any older when he ascended to the
lectern. His hair was still black and he walked with that
same easy stride. He smiled, surveyed the room, and said
how glad he was to be back home. “I owe everything
to my folks,” he continued, pointing an index finger in
their direction, the same gesture he used to make when I
was coming to bat in a tight situation. “They were smart
enough to send me to La Salle.” I tried to catch his eye, but
he didn’t seem to recognize me. Twenty years can do that
to you. I looked nothing like the .300 hitter I’d once been.
“I’ll never forget this,” he said. “And I have an
announcement of my own. Originally, I’d planned to do
this a month ago.” He took what looked like a q-pod from
a pocket and lifted it so we could all see it. “Ladies and
gentlemen,” he said, “we’ve had a major breakthrough.
This—,” he gazed at the pod, “—is the closest thing we’ve
had yet to a bona fide artificial intelligence.” He lifted the
lid. “Will, say hello to the audience.”
“Hello, everybody,” it said in a cheerful baritone. “It’s
nice to be here.”
Dennis nodded. “Tell them who you are, Will.”
“I’m William Shakespeare,” he said. That brought a
sprinkling of laughter and applause from across the dining
area. “I understand,” he added, “that you have a superb
theatrical group here. The Masque, I believe?”

I waited until the crowd had dissipated before going over
to say hello. Dennis’s eyes widened when I told him who I
was. Then he managed a nervous smile. “Just kidding, Lou,”
he said. “I could never forget you. You still playing ball?”
We walked outside into bright sunlight and talked about
old times while we waited for his car to come in from the
parking area. When it pulled up at the curb, I asked the big
question: “Dennis, does it really impersonate Shakespeare?
Or is it just another smart refrigerator?”

“It’s a lot more than that, Lou.” The door opened and
he climbed in and put the trophy on the seat beside him.
“I guess though that’s one way to put it.”
“But why Shakespeare? I’d have expected you to go for
Einstein or Brachmann or somebody.”
“It’s hard to get at the inner reality of a physicist or
a mathematician. But with Shakespeare, it’s all lying out
there. Read him and you know exactly who the guy was.”
“Dennis, we’re not even sure that the plays were written
by Shakespeare.”
He sat there, holding the door open. “Let me put it
a different way.” He took the q-pod out of his pocket.
“Will’s a reproduction of whoever wrote the plays.”
“Good.” He was still the guy I remembered, a guy
who knew how to enjoy a moment of glory. “Great.
Congratulations.”
“Thanks, Lou. Maybe we could get together sometime
for lunch.”
“I’d enjoy that.” I hesitated. Then:
“Dennis, would you be willing
to bring Will in to talk
to my drama class?”
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There were 14 kids in the classroom next morning, and
I had a few minutes with them before our guest arrived.
Living in a smart house that tells you what time it is and
prepares the meat loaf isn’t quite the same as saying hello
to a pod that pretends to be Shakespeare. “I don’t know
how this is going to work,” I said, “but Dr. Colby is an
old friend. If things go wrong, I’d like everyone to play it
straight.” They all nodded. No problem. I suggested some
questions they might ask, like whether Shakespeare had
modeled Lady MacBeth after someone he’d known, or what
he perceived to be Hamlet’s fatal flaw. A few of them were
taking notes. Then Dennis arrived.
I introduced him, he said hello and the students
applauded. “I assume,” he said, “that they know what
this is about?”
“Oh, yes. They’re very excited.”
“Excellent.” He looked out across the class. “And I can
imagine what you’re thinking. To tell you the truth, I don’t
blame anyone who’s skeptical. But Will is the next best thing
to having Mr. Shakespeare actually here in the room. Ask him
anything you like. Where he got the ideas for ‘The Merry
Wives of Windsor’ or ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ or whatever.” He took the pod out of his pocket, opened it, and
placed it on my desk, facing the students. “If I’d known a
few days in advance that this was going to happen, I’d have
added the visuals so you could have seen him, but I just

Greer Richardson, Ph.D.
Education
In the last decade and a half, I have noticed that schools are becoming
very nimble in their ability to adapt and adopt new technology tools
for teaching learning. As society requires its citizens to become
technology literate, schools are responding accordingly. Technology
content and process skills are now fully integrated into K-12 standards.
Likewise, teacher education programs are working to prepare their
candidates for teaching in technology-rich school environments.
Over time, I envision a new and emergent learning preference that
is independent, virtual, and continuous in nature. Future generations
will prefer to learn on the go. They will prefer independence over live
social structures like classrooms. They will also prefer to access their
learning experiences throughout their day and on multiple devices.
Conversely, they will continue to expect teachers to interact with them
at their convenience be it day, night or weekends.
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Marianne Dainton, Ph.D.
Communication
Grad school will continue to morph into specialized professional
training rather than solely academic training. We’ll begin to see
more professional doctorates offered than traditional Ph.D.s, with
the professional doctorate training students to be leaders in the field
rather than university teachers. We’ll also begin to see more post-doc
expectations in some fields, with the expectation that candidates are
experts in both theory and practice.

don’t have that set up yet.” He looked down at the pod.
“Will, you’re on.”
“Thank you, Professor Colby,” said Will. “Good morning,
everyone. I’ve been looking forward to this. These last two
days have been enjoyable. I’m finally out of the cocoon.
Who has a question?”
There was a flurry of hands. “Elaine,” I said. Elaine,
a member of The Masque, had starred in ‘Friends and
Lovers’ a few weeks earlier.
Elaine got to her feet. “Hello, Mr. Shakespeare. You
don’t seem to have written any musicals. Were there such
things in your era?”
“‘Will’ is fine, Elaine. Let’s keep it informal. And yes.
There was live music on stage all the way back to ancient
Greece. And probably earlier than that. I never wrote a
musical, but several of my shows have been adapted. ‘West
Side Story,’ for example, was based on ‘Romeo and Juliet.’
And ‘The Taming of the Shrew has become ‘Kiss Me, Kate.’
There are others.”
“But you didn’t actually write one?”
“No. Not in the current usage.”
“Will,” Al said, “If you don’t mind my saying so, you’re
not talking funny.”
“How do you mean, Al?”
“Oh, all those lines that sound as if they come out of the
Bible. ‘To thine own self be true.’ And ‘Friends, Romans,
Countrymen, lend me your ears.’ I thought that’s the way
you’d be talking.”
“Ladies and gentlemen, let not disappointment be
scrolled across your features.”
“Yes, like that.”
Will laughed. “I was writing 400 years ago. The language
was different.”
“Oh.”
“And there were other factors at play also.”

cover story
I don’t think I’ve ever been in a class, either as student or
teacher, that was more enjoyable. Dennis was having a good
time too. He was seated with me off to the side, literally
glowing with pride. I gradually realized this was a test run
for him. We were two or three minutes from the bell when
Jennifer, who had a talent for getting to the heart of an issue,
came through again: “Will, could you write something
today like Hamlet? Or MacBeth? Something at that level?”
Dennis grinned. Shook his head. Was about to say
something, but Will got in first: “Of course.” Dennis’s grin
turned to surprise. “I doubt I’ve lost my touch.”
“If you wrote again, would it be about one of the
English kings? Or Caesar?”
“Probably not. There are other, more current, figures
whose tragic experiences could fuel a powerful narrative.”
Dennis leaned over. “He’s making it up,” he whispered.
“He can’t write plays. He can talk about them, but he can’t
actually—”
“I understand,” I said.
“Who, for example?” asked Jennifer. “Who would you
like to write about?”
“Oh, Winston Churchill comes immediately to mind.”
That silenced everyone. Except Elaine. “How does
Churchill qualify as a tragic figure? He’s probably the most
admired political figure of the last century.” She turned
to Maria for backing.
“Absolutely,” said Maria.
“That’s true,” said Will. “But to beat back the Nazis,
he thought it necessary to abandon Eastern Europe to
the Soviet Union. He sold them out, left them to face
a half-century of enslavement. And he knew it when it
was happening. Imagine how he must have felt at night,
when the lights were out.”
Nobody moved.
“Richard Nixon is another one.”
“Nixon?” This time it was Dennis who’d had too much.
“Why do you say that, Will?”
“Dennis, he was a major figure in making us aware of
climate problems. He opened the door to China. He made
a number of contributions to the general welfare of the
nation. But he did not believe in himself. Consequently he
overplayed his hand and ultimately destroyed his presidency.
Think about what was running through his mind on that
last day, when he walked out of the White House, crossed
the lawn, and boarded that helicopter.”
I pointed at the clock.
Elaine was still on her feet. “Would you write a play
for us, Will?”
“Of course. If you like.”
“A classic?”

Jeannie Welsh, Ph.D.
Accounting
Fifty years ago, in 1963, the men of
La Salle College came to class dressed
in clothes that today would look a
bit too dressy for “business casual.”
They not only did not have computers,
they didn’t even have calculators.
Accounting graduates would have
sat for the CPA exam and done all
the math on paper (and the exam
was no easier then than it is now!).
So it would be presumptive of me to
even try to predict how teaching will
change in the next 50 years. However,
I fully expect that 50 years from now, the faculty at La Salle will be
responding to advances in the discipline and changing methods of
teaching. I’ve seen that happen over my 21 years here. I also expect
that although how accounting services are delivered will change, the
need for accountants will not.

Deborah Yost, Ph.D.
Education
The field of education is on the verge of a major paradigm shift. The
current focus is on finding ways to meet the needs of all students
through Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles. Universal
Design in architecture has been around for years, emerging from the
need to provide physical access for people with disabilities, such
as providing ramps and elevator access for those in wheelchairs and
walkers. UDL is a novel approach that requires teachers to think
differently on many levels: 1) multiple instructional strategies and
attention focused on how students learn; 2) multiple ways to allow
student expression of their learning, and; 3) multiple means of
student engagement. All of these strategies, when applied in a
proactive manner, enable all students with learning differences
to have true access to learning.

“That would be someone else’s call.”
“Wonderful,” she said. The class applauded as the bell
rang. “Could you do a comedy?”
“I think I can manage that.”
“How long do you think it will take?”
“I’ll have it for you tomorrow.”
“Tomorrow? You’ve already written one?”
“I’ll do it this evening.”
Read the full story at www.lasalle.edu/McDevitt.
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Br. Patrick Ellis, F.S.C.,
Former President, Dies at 84
BROTHER PATRICK ELLIS, F.S.C., PH.D., WHO SERVED AS

President of La Salle University for 15 years, died on Feb. 21
of acute leukemia at a nursing home for Christian Brothers
in Lincroft, N.J. He was 84.
Br. Patrick was President of La Salle from 1977 to 1992;
his tenure as President is the longest in the University’s history.
He was born on Nov. 17, 1928, in Baltimore as Harry
James Ellis Jr. When he joined the Institute of the Christian
Brothers at 17, he took the name Brother Felician Patrick,
but he was always known as Br. Patrick. He graduated
from Catholic University of America in 1951. His first
assignment was as a teacher and guidance counselor at West
Philadelphia Catholic High School, and he later became
Chair of its English Department. Br. Patrick went on
to earn a master’s degree and Ph.D. in English from the
University of Pennsylvania.
In 1960, he joined the faculty at La Salle College as
a member of the English Department. He left La Salle
in 1962 to become principal of La Salle-Immaculata High
School in Miami, Fla., a school that focused on educating
the children of refugees from Castro’s Cuba.

Reflections on a Friend and Brother
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Brother Emery Mollenhauer, F.S.C., Ph.D., a longtime
friend of Br. Patrick who served as Provost during his
tenure as President, delivered the eulogy at the Mass of
Christian Burial that was celebrated for Br. Patrick in
La Salle’s De La Salle Chapel in February. The following
is an excerpt of his remarks.
It is our entrances and exits that attract fierce attention.
With Brother Patrick Ellis, we have a cornucopia of accomplishments, lasting memories of the precious, the incommunicable
past, and of the makings of a legend. We gather this evening
to recall this very able, talented, kind man, especially as the man
who was a wonderful teacher and who, particularly in his role
as President here, orchestrated the direction of La Salle College
and University for 15 years. …
Stunning though his active life was, for most of us, it was
the blizzard of his rhetoric that captivated. His style could
mesmerize, so that occasionally the sparkle eclipsed the substance.
(Photos, from top) Brother Patrick Ellis, F.S.C., is pictured meeting Pope John Paul II
at the Vatican in 1989; during his presidency at Catholic University; and with Pennsylvania Gov. Richard Thornburgh at the announcement of La Salle College becoming
a university in 1984.
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“Brother Pat will be remembered as someone who made the Christian Brothers,
the University, and the community better.
—La Salle President Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70
Br. Patrick returned to La Salle in 1964 and helped to
create La Salle’s highly regarded Honors Program, which
he served as Director until 1969. In 1965, he received
the Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching. He later
served as Director of Development before being named
President in 1977.
Br. Patrick’s tenure as President was a time of significant
growth at La Salle. A talented and effective fundraiser,
Br. Patrick reorganized the University’s development efforts.
Among the most impressive developments was the opening
of Connelly Library. Graduate programs were added, and,
in 1984, La Salle was granted status as a university. A new
residence hall housing 250 students, a 500-seat dining hall,
a 75-unit townhouse complex, and an all-weather track were
also added. Under Br. Patrick’s tenure, the campus nearly
doubled in size, helped by the purchase of Belfield Farm,
including Peale House, which now houses the office of
the University President.

Carrying on the tradition of the Christian Brothers,
Br. Patrick continued to teach throughout his presidency,
particularly an Honors course on satire.
“La Salle University is what it is today largely because
of Brother Patrick’s leadership during the late 1970s through
the early 1990s,” said La Salle President Brother Michael
J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70. “Under his leadership,
the University grew in stature and in size. He represented
La Salle at every venue he could and is noted for his rendition
of the National Anthem at many public events. Brother Pat
will be remembered as someone who made the Christian
Brothers, the University, and the community better. People
like me, one of his students, will remember his imagination
and his ability to coax the best out of us. He will be missed,
but his influence will live on.”
In 1992, Br. Patrick was approached by his alma mater,
Catholic University of America, to become its President.
He served in that position until 1998.

Even in the parody which spatters some of my lines here,
the allusiveness, the metaphors, and the coding, could beguile.
Although “rickshaw wages” served his personal needs, Pat
moved easily among “corporate types.” Often, there were “good
mingles,” even though “every mendicant in town” was there.
Yet after barreling his Caprice through “arteries and capillaries,”
he would “by way of exception” look forward to testing his
“absorptive powers” and to enjoying a “smidgeon of dessert.”
Never dull, Pat was at home with those with “IQs off the
graph,” as well as with “dim bulbs.”
Yet, it is not so much his distinguished accomplishments
that we are thankful to the Lord for, it is his leadership style,
his rhetoric, and the authenticity of Christian Brotherhood
which our memories will retain. He was a very buoyant,
optimistic, and lavishly accessible person. He was a “can-do”
person who brought gusto to whatever he undertook. (And that
includes his being one of the performers many years ago in
The Masque’s Knickerbocker Holiday; incidentally, a number
of Board members came to hear him sing “I Am the One
Indispensable Man.”)

He was a leader who very much encouraged harmony,
a man of creative instincts, unembarrassed in extending his
hand to beg money or his arm to attract a good student, and
a man who was an advocate for and influence in Catholic
education and who also was a forceful presence on boards
of trustees and accreditation associations.
At the same time, his manner could disarm. How many
university presidents are there who can make official occasions
chummier through their baritone regaling of audience with a
repertoire that included the National Anthem, operatic arias,
and more folksy tunes such as “Who Threw the Overalls in
Mrs. Murphy’s Chowder”?
We gather here tonight, then, to celebrate and to thank the
Lord for having had Pat in our lives. That did make a difference.
He was an authentic Christian, Christian Brother, civic leader,
family, and community man. A truly great man, he left the
vivid air signed with his honor.
Surely, we now have an especially effective advocate in
the paradiso hereafter. May he rest in peace. Amen.
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Why I Give Back—Georgia Hansen, ’13

BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

If something isn’t working out for you, or isn’t available to
Hansen, ’13, was rifling through a stack of mail from colleges
you, you can make it happen.”
and universities wanting her attention. She happened
Now in the final semester of her senior year, Hansen is
to land on a piece from La Salle.
student-teaching full time at Abington Junior High School.
“It was over winter break and I hadn’t really heard
“I was a little anxious, but definitely ready,” she said. “This
anything about it,” she said. So, on Dec. 26, Hansen and
is what I’ve been preparing for my whole life.”
her father went for a ride to check out 20th and Olney. As
Particularly comforting is the fact that there are so many
they were wandering around campus, a Christian Brother
La Salle connections through her placement. She and
rode up on his bike, asking them if they’d like a tour. From
the other faculty at Abington often discuss their shared
there, Hansen was hooked.
experiences from La Salle and
“I came back for Blue and
“I can go to any professor I had in four the professors who still teach
Gold Day. I really liked the
in the Education Department.
years and their door will be open. The Hansen said she knows she
small school atmosphere,”
she said. “The faculty and
resources available to us are amazing.” chose the right career and the
staff wanted to know who
right place to start it.
—Georgia Hansen, ’13
I was and get me involved.”
It should be no surprise, then,
Hansen has double majored
that when the opportunity came
in secondary education and math with a Spanish minor.
to give back to La Salle, Hansen was more than willing.
She has enjoyed the academic program and small classes,
Over the summer, she was working in La Salle’s Community
especially because the professors were so accessible. “I can
Development Office when she received an e-mail asking her
go to any professor I had in four years and their door will be
to contribute to the Senior Class Gift. The suggestion was to
open,” she said. “The resources available to us are amazing.”
contribute $20.13 to The La Salle Fund for the Class of 2013.
She has also appreciated the University’s focus on service
“I just saw it and thought, ‘I definitely want to contribute’,”
and got involved in Circle K, a service and leadership
she said. “La Salle has given me so many opportunities and
organization, and the student environmental group. She’s
helped me develop into a young adult. I want other people
taken a service trip to Guatemala, and this summer she will
to be able to have that same experience.”
spend three weeks in Kenya after graduation working with
And, considering this year marks the 150th anniversary
needy children at a Christian Brothers school.
of La Salle University, Hansen said she hopes her fellow
For two summers, Hansen also was a Day One host,
classmates will chip in to make it the best Senior Gift.
welcoming new students and their families to campus. She
“I hope this will be one of our larger Senior Gifts. It really
told students what she thinks is the most amazing thing
shows our school spirit and lets others know that La Salle
about the University: “La Salle is what you make of it.
is going strong.”
AS A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR FROM MEDFORD, N.J., GEORGIA
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Fighting for Freedom
BY COLLEEN MULLARKEY, M.A., ’06

William C. Walsh, J.D., ’70, could be considered a reallife superhero of sorts—but unlike the fictional characters
we see on the silver screen, he fights his epic battles wearing
a suit and tie. The villains he faces infringe upon his clients’
human rights and religious freedoms. Walsh represents many
of these clients before the Department of State regarding
violations of human rights in other countries, including
Americans who are targets of discrimination abroad due
to their association or beliefs.
After graduating from La Salle in 1970, Walsh declared
himself a conscientious objector to the Vietnam War—one
of the first on ethical grounds in Pennsylvania. As a result,
he served two years in alternative service as a community
organizer integrating communities in the South.
“My experiences in Georgia trying to fight forces that
undermined integration into affordable and desirable public
housing infuriated me and drove me to want to fight back,
armed with the law,” Walsh said. “Ever since, I have always
wanted to fight against discrimination—it started with race
and gender, but soon transferred to religious freedom.”
A few years later, armed with a law degree from the Antioch
School of Law, Walsh began fighting for Native Americans
who were moved from the native lands where their gods
resided. He represented a man who was deprived of a rabbi
and kosher food because he was the only Jewish prisoner
in Washington, D.C.’s Lorton Prison.
Over the past 27 years, Walsh has developed an international
human rights law practice. As a partner in the Washington,
D.C.-based Bisceglie & Walsh law firm, he has prepared
submissions in cases before the European Court of Human
Rights and the United Nations. He advises counsel
in national cases in European countries on international
human rights issues and prepares pleadings regarding
international religious freedom and human rights law issues.

To Catch A Terrorist
In 1995, the Bisceglie & Walsh law firm helped nab one of the world’s
most notorious terrorists at the time. After the Unabomber’s manifesto
was published in the New York Times and the Washington Post, David
Kaczynski contacted the firm for advice because the writing was very
similar to letters he had received from his brother Ted.
The firm hired a former FBI profiler who analyzed the letters, and
determined the writing style and viewpoints mirrored the Unabomber’s.
They passed the information along to the FBI, resulting in the arrest
and conviction of Ted Kaczynski.

He credits La Salle with providing him the moral and
intellectual foundation he needed to succeed. “My education
at La Salle changed my life—it opened up my mind and
taught me all the basics that I needed for my personal life
and a successful law career,” Walsh said.
And for a lawyer, writing tops that list. Many professors in
La Salle’s English Department introduced Walsh to the tools
of the trade. The late John Keenan taught him to write like
laying bricks—one word at a time. Claude Koch, “a brilliant
poet and novelist,” helped him refine those skills. And La Salle
President Emeritus Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., revolutionized the way Walsh thought about words. “He taught
a course on transformational grammar and the linguistic
philosophy of Noam Chomsky that was incredibly complex
and thought-provoking—still radical to this day—and in the
language of my era at La Salle, he blew my mind,” he recalled.
That same forward thinking and spirit of service has
proved integral to Walsh’s own work. He advises the
Secretary of State on ways to improve international religious
freedom and tolerance as a member of the State Department’s
Religion and Foreign Policy Working Group and the
Advisory Committee on International Religious Freedom.
And as lead counsel on the Committee of Legal Experts
and member of the Board of Directors for the Institute
of Religion and Public Policy, he analyzes all new religion
laws around the world and publishes critiques on religion
laws that violate human rights. A number of times, these
critiques have motivated changes in the law.
“I am a human rights advocate. There is no solution to
end human rights abuse without including the State Department in the United States and international organizations—
they press hard on these issues with countries that systematically
defy human rights law,” Walsh said. “The process is slow
and can be frustrating, but what is the alternative? We have
to fight back for religious freedom.”
SPRING 2013
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Hollywood Success Hidden in the Silver Linings
BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

AS ONE OF THE NOVEL’S ORIGINAL

settings, La Salle missed the cut for the
eight-time Oscar-nominated adaptation
of Silver Linings Playbook. But the
University certainly took a starring
role in the evolution of the life of the
book’s author, Matthew Quick, ’96.
For those who have missed the hype,
Silver Linings Playbook tells the story
of Pat Peoples, recently released from
a mental health facility and intent on
regaining the affection of his estranged
wife. Despite a restraining order and
other challenges, Pat is sure they’ll
reconcile because he is working hard
to improve himself, and because he
believes in silver linings. In the midst
of trying to regain his life and catching
up on the Eagles, he begins a friend16
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ship with Tiffany, a widow with her
own problems.
Since the movie’s release last November, it’s hard to miss the praise for both
the book and the movie, or the countless appearances by Oscar-nominated
leads Bradley Cooper and Jennifer
Lawrence (who eventually won
the best actress Oscar at February’s
ceremony). Yet, there was a time that
this success seemed nearly impossible
for Quick.
As a starry-eyed teen with his heart
set on storytelling, Quick faced opposition. Friends and family with the best
of intentions told him he would never
make it as an author. The boy from a
blue-collar neighborhood in Oaklyn,
N.J., went on to college, battling

severe depression and the awkwardness
of adjusting to life as a freshman.
But then Quick signed up for
a theater class with Helena White,
a drama teacher, and she took
a special interest in him. “She was
such a positive force at La Salle.
She encouraged me and taught
me to write,” he said. “It was a
very important part of my La Salle
experience.”
Attending a liberal arts school
gave Quick the opportunity to dabble
in courses such as philosophy and
(Above, from left) Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter,
Silver Linings Playbook writer and director David O.
Russell, author Matthew Quick, ’96, and producer Bruce
Cohen attend the premiere of Silver Linings Playbook
at the Philadelphia Film Festival in October 2012.
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“W hen I write, I don’t write for the 1 percent,
highbrow population. I try to write for everyone
to read. It’s very intentional, and my La Salle
education is still working for me today.”
—Matthew Quick, ’96

jazz theory, which were essential to
teaching the “whole person,” a part
of La Salle’s mission that has always
stuck with him.
Quick graduated with a degree in
secondary education and English. He
married fellow Explorer and novelist
Alicia Bessette, ’97, and began teaching in New Jersey. He told his students
to follow their dreams and live up
to their potential—then realized he
wasn’t taking his own advice.
Bessette encouraged Quick to
pursue his true calling, and the two
risked everything to make it happen.
In the end, it paid off tremendously.
Quick has authored Forgive Me,
Leonard Peacock (set for release in
August 2013), Boy21, Sorta Like a
Rock Star, and, of course, The Silver
Linings Playbook.
La Salle’s role in The Silver Linings
Playbook is more than just as the setting for a chapter in the book. It was
at La Salle where, Quick said, “I was
becoming the person I wanted to be.
I was writing, I was in a band playing
music, and then boom! College ends
and you have real-world consequences.
For 10 years, I was thinking, ‘That’s
life.’ But then I decided to go back
to where I was at La Salle, writing
novels every day.

“It doesn’t have to end when
you graduate.”
It’s safe to say the novel he wrote
has been well-received, and Quick
admits he loved director David O.
Russell’s adaptation to the big screen.
The process has been an experience.
Quick was only on set once during
filming and said he was nervous when
he first viewed the film during a private
screening from The Weinstein Company
in New York City.
“When you settle a movie deal,
especially as an unpublished author,
you have absolutely no control,” he
said. “When I saw the film, I loved it.
At first, my fists were clenched, my
heart was beating, and then, about a
half-hour into the film, I began really
enjoying the film and laughed a couple
times. It was a great adaptation of my
work and a great David Russell film.”
Russell actually went out of his
way to seek Quick’s approval, noting
that he kept many of the original lines
from the book. Quick said Russell did
a lot of research and took it seriously,
remaining respectful of the novel.
The success has been exciting and
slightly dizzying. His calendar is beyond
full, his travel schedule insane, and
his e-mail blowing up with requests.

“It’s thrilling and it feels very validating,” he said. “I took a lot of risks
to get here and I endured a lot of
naysaying.”
And he’s prepared to do it again.
Quick’s latest novel, The Good Luck of
Right Now, hasn’t even been released,
and DreamWorks has already purchased
the film rights.
Looking back, Quick said he still
relies on his Lasallian education. “The
lessons that I learned there and the
philosophy about teaching all, that
everyone is worth educating, is still
a big part of my philosophy,” he said.
“When I write, I don’t write for the
1 percent, highbrow population. I try
to write for everyone to read. It’s very
intentional, and my La Salle education
is still working for me today.”
For those high school or college
kids with a dream, he advises to move
away from the negativity and toward
those who support you. “For every
Helena White, there were a hundred
people who told me I was foolish
and I was going to fail,” Quick said.
“Move toward the people who are
positive. … The key is to find those
people who play that role.”
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A Golden Anniversary
FOR WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES,

50 years denotes a gift of gold. For
La Salle Registrar Dominic Galante, ’69,
working with the exceptional students,
faculty, and administrators at the
University for 50 years has truly been
worth its weight in gold.
The Northeast Catholic High
School graduate got a part-time job
as an administrative assistant in the
real estate field right out of high school
in 1962 with the help of a priest from
school. In October, the priest called
Galante with some new job opportunities that promised a higher salary.
Working in the La Salle Registrar’s
Office as an administrative assistant
to the Assistant Registrar was one
of those options—but not Galante’s
first choice. After some of the other
opportunities fell through, Galante
ended up accepting the job at La Salle
on Nov. 5, starting his now 50-plus
years of service to the University.
18
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BY AMANDA KOEHLER, ’07

Galante realized his good fortune.
He could now get a college education—
something he thought was out of his
grasp for financial reasons—for free.
He worked in the Registrar’s Office
during the day and took mostly night
classes for seven years before graduating
with a bachelor’s degree in management.
During those years, he met his wife,
Mary, while she was working in
the Admission Office, got married,
and had his first child, all the while
managing school and a job.
“The classes and faculty were
wonderful,” he recalled. “I had no
idea who the Christian Brothers
were before I got here. When I got
to work here and meet them, I saw
how they were about the mission of
teaching and the interest they had
in their students. It made me feel
very welcomed. I felt like I had come
to my second family.”

After Galante graduated, he thought
he should use his degree for business.
He even went on a few interviews and
was offered positions, but ultimately
decided to stay at La Salle and become
the Assistant Registrar. “Everyone was
so good to me, and I really liked it
here and liked working in the college
environment,” he said.
Nearly 14 years later, he was hired
to be the Registrar. During the hiring
process, he needed to submit three
letters of recommendation. Former
Provost Brother Emery Mollenhauer,
F.S.C., Ph.D., approached Galante and
asked him why he handed in 10 letters
of recommendation. “I said, ‘I didn’t. I
only gave the required three,’” Galante
said. Seven other faculty members had
submitted their vote of confidence for
Galante on their own.
“That meant so much to me that
they saw the position open and thought
that highly of me to do that. That
really spoke volumes,” he remembered.
Over the years, Galante has seen
many changes in the registration process,
from doing everything on a typewriter
to shifting to online registration. He
also witnessed the “first come, first
serve” registration system, and recalls
students hanging in the office halls
starting at 4 a.m. just to register for
classes. One year when registration
was in the Ballroom, so much pushing
and shoving occurred that glass broke
in the Union. “Technology has made
the Registrar’s job so much easier for
students, faculty, and administration,”
he said.
After 50 years, Galante still loves his
job and the people around him. He’s
proud that four of his former staff
members have gone on to become
registrars at other institutions. He enjoys
watching students who have had
a rocky start academically turn their
grades around and graduate. “There
are days that are really hectic and
times that are harder than others, but
working with students makes you feel
young, and I really enjoy it,” he said.

features

Serving Those Who Serve

BY COLLEEN MULLARKEY, M.A., ’06

just that—working directly with military members who
Boyd, M.A. ’06, Psy.D. ’10, often helps clients deal with
were on the front lines. Her work there earned her a Bronze
grief, loss, trauma, and work-related stress. As an Army
Star Medal, an honor that the U.S. Armed Forces bestows
clinical psychologist, combating these issues is a much
to recognize acts of heroism, acts of merit, or meritorious
different battle. Boyd, a captain in the U.S. Army’s Medical
service in a combat zone.
Service Corps, has helped her fellow service members
During her year at Camp KAIA in Kabul, she not only
soldier on, whether she’s providing care in a hospital setting,
helped members from the U.S. military but also servicemen
on a U.S. Army base, or in an active war zone.
and women from several allied countries, such as France,
“There is a great need
Germany, and Italy. She
“W hether it’s a loss or a traumatic situation,
for psychologists in the
helped service members
military. You’re working
it’s important to stay strong in your faith and to deal with the grief of
with people who have a lot
losing their comrades—
recognize the importance of your service.”
of concerns, and they don’t
grief that she understood
have someone to listen
—Melissa Munro Boyd, M.A. ’06, Psy.D. ’10 on a very personal level
to them,” Boyd said. “It’s a
because she was experiencreally rewarding experience and an excellent field to go into.”
ing the same difficulties. “I was just doing what I was called
to do,” Boyd said. “I was expecting to help people, but
While it seems like a specialized area, clinical psychology
working with them really helped me.”
in the military is actually a diverse field. Boyd’s clinical
work includes therapy with families of military service
She enjoyed building relationships with other behavioral
members, consultation with commanding officers, psychohealth providers on the base who came from countries
logical evaluations, groups for soldiers suffering with
across the globe and bonding with Christians with whom
post-traumatic stress disorder, groups for adolescents, and
she studied the Bible and attended chapel on Sundays.
therapy with active and retired members.
This camaraderie and shared faith gave her the strength
to help her fellow service members push forward.
Currently, she is on active duty as a staff clinical psychologist
at Fort Belvoir, Va., and chief of Fairfax Behavioral Health
“Whether it’s a loss or a traumatic situation, it’s important
Clinic. “What I enjoy most is helping service members,”
to stay strong in your faith and recognize the importance
she said. “I love helping them to address difficult issues and
of your service,” Boyd said. “I always try to see the bigger
being there to help them to continue serving.”
picture. You have to look at the good things that are still
to come, despite the challenges.”
During her deployment to Kabul, Afghanistan, from
February 2011 to February 2012, she got the chance to do
LIKE MANY CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGISTS, MELISSA MUNRO
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Explorer Spirit

Shines
BY KEVIN BONNER
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IT HASN’T MATTERED IF THE VENUE IS TOM GOLA ARENA,

the Palestra, or McCarthy Stadium. School spirit, led by
the student group the Explorer Entourage, has packed
the stands in a sea of gold over the past two years.
The student section was filled to the brim for men’s
basketball versus nationally ranked Butler on Jan. 23. The
students ended up spilling onto the court not once, but
twice, after defeating the No. 9 Bulldogs that cold evening.
The floor was literally shaking heading into overtime
against Villanova in November. The stands remained
packed for important Atlantic 10 games versus Dayton
and Massachusetts.
A few weeks later, the excitement traveled a few miles to
University City and the historic Palestra, where the building
was split down the middle with Explorer fans and St. Joe’s
faithful. Once again, the Entourage filled the seats and handed
down creative roll-outs, helping the men’s basketball team
defeat its biggest rival, 76–64, on Feb. 16.
“The spirit and enthusiasm that our student section has
showed, not only this season but also dating back to last
year’s NIT tournament run, has been outstanding,” said
Director of Athletics Tom Brennan, Ed.D. “Athletics, and
men’s basketball in particular, provide a great opportunity
for people who love La Salle to come together, and we have
seen that at our arena time and again this season.”
The men’s basketball team has put together an impressive
23–5 record over the past two seasons at Gola Arena.
According to head coach John Giannini, Ph.D., the school
spirit has been a big part of that success.
“Our students do a great job,” Giannini said. “We’re really
indebted to them and we appreciate them. It motivates you
and it energizes you.”
Dennis Grove, ’13, one of the leaders of the Explorer
Entourage, has helped organize the group this season.
“Since freshman year, my friends and I had the passion for
La Salle sports, especially for basketball,” Grove said. “Win
or lose, our support is evident for every game. Because of
the team’s recent success, we are filled with pride and school
spirit because we can say we were a part of La Salle basketball
history. It is a unique experience that I will never forget.”
The school spirit has extended to other sports as well,
as a record crowd of 1,000 helped cheer on the women’s
soccer team in fall 2011 at the “Pack the Mac” game against
nationally ranked Dayton at McCarthy Stadium.
That crowd also spilled onto the field in celebration,
setting up a prelude to the Butler celebration at Gola Arena
a year later.
The spirit has helped create a sense of community on
campus, with students rallying around their classmates’
achievements on the field or court. It is a spirit that is
continuing into the spring season and beyond.

“Since freshman year, my friends and I had
the passion for La Salle sports, especially
for basketball. Win or lose, our support
is evident for every game. Because of the
team’s recent success, we are filled with
pride and school spirit because we can
say we were a part of La Salle basketball
history. It is a unique experience that
I will never forget.”
—Dennis Grove, ’13

A Sweet End to 2012–13 Season
As this issue of La Salle Magazine was in production, the Explorer men’s basketball
team was in the midst of its run to the Sweet Sixteen of the NCAA Tournament. Full
coverage of the team’s exciting season will be included in the summer issue of the
magazine, coming in July.
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Juno’s Twins

The Cassandra Project

AKA Saucy Jack

BY MICHAEL MILONE, ’67

CO-WRITTEN BY JACK MCDEVITT, ’57,

BY JOHN J. MARNIEN, ’66

AND MIKE RESNICK

Academic Therapy
Publications, 2012;
240 pp.; $9.95
“Having learned the art of writing, I am able
to tell this story so that others may know
of our history … I am Serena, the sister of
Romulus and Remus.” With this prologue,
Serena begins a spellbinding tale of the
founding of Rome. It is not the popular legend,
but an elaborate historical fantasy that blends
adventure, mythology, and our knowledge
of ancient Italy.
Michael Milone, ’67, is a nationally recognized research
psychologist and award-winning educational writer.
He earned a Ph.D. in 1978 from The Ohio State
University and an M.A. from Gallaudet University.
He lives in Placitas, N.M., with his wife, Sheri. Milone
has completed 35 marathons, including Boston, and
two Ironman races.

Concept of Numbers for
Arithmetic and Prealgebra

Ace Hardcover, 2012;
400 pp.; $25.95
In The Cassandra Project,
set in 2019, suspicion
arises that there might
have been secret moon
flights during the 1960s.
Jerry Culpepper is a proud public relations
director for NASA who is thrilled to be
part of the agency’s future. But a 50-yearold secret about the Apollo XI mission is
revealed, and he finds himself embroiled
in the biggest controversy of the 21st
century, one that will test his ability—and
his willingness—to spin the truth about a
conspiracy of reality-altering proportions.
Jack McDevitt, ’57, a Philadelphia native, holds
degrees from La Salle and Wesleyan. He has been
a naval officer, an English teacher, a customs officer,
and a Philadelphia taxi driver. He has received the
Southeastern Science Fiction Achievement Award, the
John W. Campbell Memorial Award, and the Nebula
Award. McDevitt and his wife live in Georgia.

BY BARBARA LONTZ, ’75

Pearson Learning
Solutions, 2010;
190 pp.; $64.99
Traditional arithmetic
and prealgebra texts
present mathematics
through topics such
as whole numbers, fractions, decimals,
and percents. This text addresses those
same topics but develops them through
the basic concepts of addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division. Since using this
approach at Montgomery County Community
College, many students who have struggled
with mathematics are experiencing success
and ultimately gaining confidence in their math
skills. The text was recognized by the William
and Flora Hewlett Foundation and was awarded
a two-year grant for use at other colleges.
Barbara (Cowley) Lontz, ’75, earned her B.A. in
mathematics from La Salle and her M.A. in mathematics from Villanova. She is an assistant professor
of mathematics at Montgomery County Community
College. Raised in King of Prussia, Pa., she now
resides in Collegeville, Pa., with her husband, Alan
Lontz, ’75.

Bud Loftus: An IrishAmerican’s Journey

Infinity Publishing, 2011,
2012; 185 pp.; $12.95
AKA Saucy Jack is the
second book in the Any
Time series. In AKA Saucy Jack, the dubious
heroes find themselves in London in 1888.
Jack the Ripper has little to fear from the
antics of these hapless time travelers. While
much of the story is based on facts, the plot
revolves around whether people stumbling
through history have actually changed the
past into the events as we have learned
them. In this instance, even with the aid of
those who would eventually chronicle their
adventures, they are unable to definitively
establish the true identity of Saucy Jack.
John J. Marnien, ’66, graduated from La Salle. He
has also written two inspirational books, a collection
of short horror stories, a science fiction novel, and
an allegorical fantasy.

Potpourri: An OmniumGathering of Interesting
Things—In The Beginning
BY WALTER M. MATHEWS, ’64

BY BUD LOFTUS, ’49

CreateSpace Publishing,
2012; 295 pp.; $19.95

Lulu, 2009; 325 pp.;
$17.95

For the past seven years,
Walter Mathews faithfully
produced a weekly mini
e-zine of interesting things
that included language,
history, politics, religion, ethics, health,
medicine, humor, big questions, trivia, facts,
opinions, quizzes, challenges, and social
issues. This volume contains the first 158
issues, supplemented by PotpourriXtras and
miscellanies that preceded and accompanied
the editorial venture. Matthews continues
Potpourri online for the eighth year at
www.waltermathews.me.

Bud Loftus was the son of Irish immigrants
who settled in Philadelphia and had six
children. But Bud’s father was an alcoholic
and his marriage failed. Facing a bleak
future, the children received a free Catholic
education, which became their ticket out
of poverty. This book chronicles the heartwarming journey of a poor man who achieved
the American Dream and never forgot where
he came from.
The late Bud Loftus, ’49, joined the Marine Corps after
the attack on Pearl Harbor when he was just 17. Loftus
attended La Salle University, receiving top marks
in the pre-med program. He became the first Director
of the Division of Drug Manufacturing at the Food
and Drug Administration; he then built a career in
the pharmaceutical industry. Loftus and his wife, Jane,
had seven children, 18 grandchildren, and five greatgrandchildren. Loftus passed away in July 2010.

Walter W. Mathews, ’64, earned a B.A. in physics
from La Salle, a M.Ed. from Temple University, and a
M.Phil. and Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin—
which has little to do with this book of scraps, fragments,
extracts, snippets, and bits and bots intended to inform,
surprise, challenge, stimulate, and entertain. Mathews
lives on the North Shore of Long Island, N.Y.

“Book Notes” will be featured periodically in upcoming issues of this magazine. We invite you to let us know if there’s a book written by an alum that might be
highlighted by e-mailing Marian Butcher at butcher@ lasalle.edu.
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Walter Appointed VP for Enrollment Services
George J. Walter, ’77, has been named Vice President
for Enrollment Services at La Salle University.
“George Walter brings extensive experience in all
aspects of enrollment management, ranging from the
development of strategies related to prospecting and
recruiting in support of the enrollment goals of the
University to being responsible for developing and
administering operating budgets for both the offices of
admission and financial aid,” said La Salle University
President Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70.
Prior to joining La Salle, Walter had been Associate
Dean of Enrollment Management at Villanova University
since 2001. Walter served as Villanova’s Director of
Financial Assistance from 1989 to 2001. He had been at Villanova for 23 years.
Walter has worked at La Salle in the past as well. He was La Salle’s Director of
Financial Aid from 1984 to 1989. During his tenure at the University, he facilitated
major changes to the awarding of the Christian Brothers Grant program, including
the development of the first targeted packaging of need-based financial aid.
Walter earned his B.A. in secondary education from La Salle in 1977 and his M.S.
in education from St. Joseph’s University in 1984.
“As an alum, I have a very strong affection for La Salle, and much of what I’ve
accomplished in my life has roots at La Salle,” he said. “One of the things that pleased
me very much was the people I met during the interview process who reflect and foster
the University’s Lasallian ethos. It feels very good to have the opportunity to work with
people who provide students with a nurturing and supportive community in which
to learn, prepare them to succeed professionally, and to serve others and who work
to ensure the University’s continued success.”

[ SPORTS LEADERS TALK BUSINESS AT LA SALLE ]

—Jon Caroulis

Campus Gains 50 Trees
La Salle staff and students planted
50 trees, donated by the Arbor Day
Foundation and Toyota, on South
Campus last fall. The event was part
of the Tree Campus USA program,
which honors colleges and universities
for promoting healthy urban environment
management and engaging the campus
community in environmental stewardship.
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
co-hosted the event, which is part
of the Plant One Million campaign to
restore the tree canopy in southeastern
Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey,
and Delaware.

The La Salle Center for Entrepreneurship and La Salle Athletics co-hosted a panel discussion, “Leadership and the Business of Sports,” that welcomed back several alumni to offer insight into the world
of sports. (First row, from left) Philadelphia Phillies President David Montgomery, who served as
moderator; Cheryl Reeve, ’88, MBA ’90, Head Coach of the WNBA’s Minnesota Lynx; and Peter D’Orazio,
’81, Vice President for Institutional Advancement at The Williamson Free School. (Back row, from left)
Steve Melick, Executive Director of La Salle’s Center for Entrepreneurship; Eric Mobley, ’93, Head
Coach of Temple University’s track and field team; Pat McLoone, ’81, Managing Editor of the Philadelphia Daily News; and Tom Brennan, Ed.D., La Salle’s Director of Athletics.

“We’re excited to share the spirit of
stewardship with La Salle University,”
said John Rosenow, founder and chief
executive of the Arbor Day Foundation.
“Through working together to plant trees
and beautify the campus community,
we help grow the next generation of
conservation leaders.”
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Ben Stein Speaks at Economic Outlook
While many know Ben Stein for his foray
into entertainment as the dull economics
professor in Ferris Bueller’s Day Off or
the Emmy Award-winning host of Win
Ben Stein’s Money, he also is a wellrespected and recognized columnist
and analyst on economics and politics.
Providing his expert insight and commentary, Stein was the featured speaker
at La Salle University’s 12th annual
Economic Outlook.
Stein spoke on “The U.S. Economy…
is the Light at the End of the Tunnel
a Train or Sunrise… or Both?”
“Ben Stein has stayed engaged in
the national dialogue and is a voice for
bold government initiatives,” said Paul
Brazina, Dean of La Salle’s School of
Business. “Participants in La Salle’s
Economic Outlook came away with
the issues being framed in a clear and
understandable fashion from a man
who is a trusted national observer.”
In American Spectator magazine in
February, Stein expressed his fondness
for La Salle: “A speech to a great group
from La Salle University. These people

(From left) Paul Brazina, Dean of the School of Business, Ben Stein, and La Salle University President Brother
Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70

could not have been more pleasant,
good looking, and intelligent. Just the
perfect audience. I wish I could just have
them travel around with me for a month.
(President) Brother Michael (McGinniss),
head of the school, was a true gem.”
Stein is the author and co-author
of several New York Times best-sellers
about economics and finance, including
Yes, You Can Time the Market; Yes, You
Can Still Retire Comfortably; The Little
Book of Bullet Proof Investing; and The
Little Book of Alternative Investments.

[ HALL OF ATHLETES ]

La Salle’s Hall of Athletes inducted four new members recently. (From left) La Salle President
Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70; Kevin J. Coleman, ’05, men’s soccer, a National
Soccer Coaches Association of America third-team All-American and a three-time Atlantic 10
All-Conference performer; Frank Blatcher, ’56, men’s basketball, a key player on La Salle’s
1954 NCAA Championship and 1955 NCAA runner-up basketball teams; Melanie Coots
Platchek, ’02, women’s diving, a three-time Atlantic 10 “Diver of the Meet” award winner;
and Jon Walheim, M.D., ’66, men’s swimming, a five-time All-American who reached the
NCAA finals six times.
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Stein has taught economics, politics,
and culture at Pepperdine University,
American University, and the University
of California at Santa Cruz. He is a
columnist and economic, legal, and
cultural behavior analyst for media
outlets such as The Wall Street Journal,
The New York Times, Fortune, The Washington Post, and Yahoo Finance.
In 2009, Stein was presented with
the Malcolm Forbes Award for Excellence
in Financial Writing.
—Danielle Marcus, ’13

[ HONORING MLK’S LEGACY ]

More than 100 La Salle students, faculty, and staff
participated in a day of service on Martin Luther
King Day, joining neighbors and other community
members in several service projects in La Salle’s
neighborhood. Afterward, Robin Smith, Ph.D., ’83
(above), a psychologist and best-selling author,
was the keynote speaker at an interfaith prayer
service in the De La Salle Chapel.

news
LA SALLE HAS RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING GRANT:
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Development,
Research Supplement to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research (sub-award from
the Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania): $217,252 over two years to support
a research project conducted by Jillian Lucas Baker, DrPH, assistant professor in
the Master of Public Health program. The project will study the influence of African
American father figures on their sons’ sexual risk behaviors and the feasibility of HIV
and sexually transmitted infection prevention programs geared toward fathers and sons.

Correction
In a caption for a photo from the
50th Reunion of the Class of 1962,
Tom Kirsch, ’62, MBA ’79, was
incorrectly identified.

[ DRP EVENTS ]

(Above, left) The Diplomat in Residence Program, in conjunction with the Multicultural and International Center, the Political Science Department, and the Religion
Department, sponsored a screening and discussion of Walking Merchandise, a film
about Chinese human trafficking in the United States. (From left) Director Ethan
Dowling; Lauren Burke, Esq., a lawyer featured in the film who works with young
immigrants and victims of child trafficking from China; and producer Rob Nguyen.

(Above, right) Peter Van Buren, a former foreign service officer with the U.S.
State Department who led two State Department Provincial Reconstruction
Teams in Iraq, presented “Petraeus Was Wrong: How We Lost the War for the
Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People” at an event sponsored by the Diplomat
in Residence Program, the Multicultural and International Center, and the
Political Science Department.

University Marketing and Communication Projects Win Accolades
Staff members in La Salle’s Office of University Marketing and
Communication have won several awards recently for their work.
Kevin Schueller, Web and Media Designer and Developer, won
two 2012 American Inhouse Design Awards, presented by
Graphic Design USA, in the Internet design category for the
Honors Program Web site (www.lasalle.edu/honors) and the
150th Anniversary Celebration Web site (www.lasalle.edu/150).
Matthew M. Chverchko, Senior Graphic Designer, also won a 2012
American Inhouse Design Award in the category of announcements and invitations for the 2011 President’s Christmas card.
Schueller and Greg Fala, ’04, M.S. ’08, Director of Web
Communication, won three MarCom Awards, administered and
judged by the Association of Marketing and Communication
Professionals: a Platinum Award for the 150th Anniversary
Web site (www.lasalle.edu/150); a Gold Award for La Salle
University’s redesigned home page (www.lasalle.edu); and an
honorable mention for the Web site for the 50th anniversary
of La Salle Music Theatre (www.lasalle.edu/musictheatre).
The Music Theatre site also earned Schueller a CUPPIE Award
from CUPRAP, the Association of Communicators in Education.

A team from Diccicco Battista Communications, the
University’s partner in promoting La Salle’s 150th anniversary,
led by Mike Diccicco, ’71, also won a CUPPIE Award for the
video produced to celebrate the University’s 150th anniversary.
The video can be viewed at www.lasalle.edu/150/#video.
SPRING 2013

25

notes

Marriages
1998

Kimber Lee Shearer, Esq. (B.A.) to Peter A. Maier.

2006

2002

Diane Phillips (B.A.) to Michael C. DellaVella (B.S. ’03).

Kristen E. Davis (BSNUTR) to Timothy Garron.

2003

Michael C. DellaVella (B.S.) to Diane Phillips (B.A. ’02).

William S. Lockard III (B.S.) to Therese E. Pomeroy (B.S. ’07).

2004

Colleen M. Slowey (B.A.) to William N. Gleason, M.D. (B.A.).

2007

2005

David J. Cash Jr. (B.S.) to Renée M. Calhoun (MCC ’08).

Liza A. Cardamone (B.A.) to Joseph A. Rockhill Jr.

Jennifer A. Mattioli (BSN, MSN ’12) to Kevin M. Forik (B.A.).

Therese E. Pomeroy (B.S.) to William S. Lockard III (B.S. ’06).

Marla A. Falcone (B.A.) to Casey Glennon.

2008

Renée M. Calhoun (MCC) to David J. Cash Jr. (B.S. ’05).

Leah A. Wheeler, Esq. (B.A.) to Gary Neal.

2009

Jessica L. Boylan (B.A.) to Ryan Walsh (B.S.).

1 9 5 7 Charles P. Kindregan, Esq. (B.A.) of
Boston, Mass., co-authored a new edition of
a four-volume book on Massachusetts family
law, Assisted Reproductive Technology:
A Lawyer’s Guide to Emerging Law and
Science, and a two-volume book, Alabama
Family Law: Alabama Practice Series.
1 9 5 8 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Pascal J.
LaRuffa, M.D. (B.S.) of Naples, Fla., sent
a copy of his book, TEEN-MD, to Queen
Elizabeth as a gift for her jubilee, detailing
the time that he meet the Queen many years
ago. He received jubilee photographs and
a personal letter stating how touched she
was by his description of her.
William F. McGonigal (B.S.) of Wallingford,
Pa., was inducted into the St. James Catholic
High School Alumni Association’s Wall of
Honor as a distinguished graduate. He was
an active and productive student and a
successful businessman.

La Salle Magazine welcomes notes from our
alumni on all of your achievements and other
news. Please use the form at the end of our
Notes section, “We Want to Hear About You!,”
to submit your news. Or, to post and view class
notes in real time, log into La Salle Alumni
Online at www.lasalle.edu/alumni using the
seven-digit La Salle ID found on the mailing
label of this magazine. Please allow up to six
months for your information to appear in the
magazine due to space limitations and our
publication schedule. We accept photos as well
and print them as space permits. Please mail
original photos to the Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141, or e-mail digital
photos that are at least 300 dpi and approximately 4 by 6 inches to butcher@lasalle.edu.
The University reserves the right to edit submissions for content, accuracy, and length.
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1 9 6 0 John M. Kiraly (B.S.) of Southampton, N.J., has been married to his wife,
Rosalie, for 53 years and has five children,
11 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
1 9 6 2 Capt. George P. Vercessi, USN
Retired (B.A.) of Alexandria, Va., published
a novel, NCIS Agent Jerzy Shore, available
in paperback and through Kindle.
1 9 6 3 H R E U N I O N Y E A R William J.
Kunigonis (B.S.) of Glen Mills, Pa., is Vice
President of Membership for the Greater
Philadelphia chapter of the National Contract
Management Association.
1 9 6 5 Joseph A. Dieterle, D.O. (B.S.) of
Oxford, Md., retired from active practice
with Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s
South Jersey offices after a long career
in pediatric medicine. He received the
prestigious Chairman’s Award from Shore
Medical Center Department of Medicine
and is an honorary member of the center’s
medical staff.
Francis J. Quimby (B.A.) of Annandale, Va.,
received the 2011 essay prize from the
Journal of Pacific History for his study
of the first sustained cultural interchange
between Pacific Islanders and Europeans—
the Mariana Islands iron trade with Spain’s
Acapulco to Manila galleons. “The Hierro
Commerce: Culture Contact, Appropriation,
and Colonial Entanglement in the Marianas,
1521–1668” was recognized for making
an original contribution that adds creatively
to historical knowledge of the Pacific/
Oceania region.

1 9 6 6 Richard V. McCarron Jr. (B.A.) of
Havertown, Pa., retired from the Office of

Catholic Education as the top lay administrator
for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. He
began his 46-year education career teaching English at North Catholic High School
in Philadelphia.
Donald H. Shalvey, Ed.D. (B.A.) of Linden,
Calif., was the 2012 commencement
speaker for the University of Southern
California Rossier School of Education
Master’s Commencement Ceremony. He is
the Deputy Director at the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and co-founder and board
chair of Aspire Public Schools in California.

1 9 6 7 Frank J. Batavick (B.A.) of Westminster, Md., was presented with a 2012
Emmy in the historical-documentary
category for the film Time’s Crossroads
by the National Capital Chesapeake Bay
Chapter of the National Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences.
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1 9 6 9 John M. Daly,
M.D., FACS (B.S.) of
Gladwyne, Pa., was
named Vice President
of the American College
of Surgeons, a national
standards-setting body
for surgical patients
and education. He is
an attending physician
in the Department
of Surgical Oncology
at Fox Chase Cancer
Center and the Harry C. Donahoo Professor
of Surgery and Dean Emeritus at Temple
University School of Medicine.

notes
Byron L. Goldstein (B.S.) of Glenside, Pa.,
was elected to the board of directors of the
Abington Education Foundation. He is a
community relations specialist for the Abington
School District and the President of Byron
Goldstein Marketing Communications
in Glenside.

1 9 7 0 Ralph J. Teti, Esq. (B.A.) of Meadowbrook, Pa., was selected by his peers for
inclusion in the Best Lawyers in America
2013 list. He is an employment, labor, and
workers compensation attorney with Willig,
Williams & Davidson law firm in Philadelphia.
1 9 7 1 Richard E. Kreipe, M.D. (B.S.) of Rush,
N.Y., was named the Elizabeth R. McAnamey
Professor of Pediatrics at the University
of Rochester and was presented with the outstanding achievement award by the Society
for Adolescent Health and Medicine.
1 9 7 3 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Frank E.
Gostomski, Ph.D. (B.S.) of Bel Air, Md., retired
from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency as a biologist after a 22-year career.
He has four children and six grandchildren.
Stephen M. Kerwick, Esq. (B.A.) of Wichita,
Kan., was selected as one of three finalists
for appointment to the Kansas Court of
Appeals by the Supreme Court nominating
commission.

1 9 7 5 John S. Pizzo Sr. (B.S.) of Philadelphia, retired from the insurance industry
after 40 years of service.

Donald F. McAvoy Jr., ’64, received the Chairman’s Award for his leadership and service to Malvern Retreat House at
the retreat house’s recent 100th anniversary celebration. (From left) Jim Fitzsimmons, President, Malvern Retreat
House; Francis J. Marx Sr., Chairman; McAvoy; the Rev. Herbert Sperger, former Retreat House Rector; and Paul
Peterson, board member.

1 9 7 6 James E. Robinson (B.S., MBA ’83)
of Erdenheim, Pa., was named to the board
of directors at the Children’s Scholarship
Fund Philadelphia, where the focus is on
K–8 grade scholarships.
1 9 7 8 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph M.
Junfola, CPCU (B.A.) of Sewell, N.J., was
designated a registered professional liability
underwriter (RPLU) by the Professional
Liability Underwriting Society, a nonprofit
organization. He created and conducts a

seven-part webinar/workshop series, “Cause
and Effect: Managing the Construction Defect
Claim,” through the Chartered Property
Casualty Underwriter Society.

1 9 7 9 Michael T. Steelman, D.O. (B.A.) of
Danville, Va., accepted the position of Program
Director for the Family Medicine Residency
Program at Danville Regional Medical Center
in Danville.
1 9 8 1 Daniel T. Guerin (B.A.) of West
Chester, Pa., was inducted as a board
member for the American Red Cross
of Southeastern Pennsylvania.
1 9 8 2 Jeffrey F. O’Donnell (B.S.) of Malvern,
Pa., received a bronze medal as the 2012
Life Sciences Chief Executive Officer of the
Year from the Philadelphia Business Journal.
He is the former Chair, CEO, and co-founder
of Embrella Cardiovascular.
1 9 8 3 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph J.
McGrenra CFCM (B.A.) of Virginia Beach,
Va., was a speaker at the 2012 East Coast
Service Disabled Veteran Owned Small
Business conference in Hampton Roads, Va.

Retired U.S. Navy Capt. Ted Bronson, ’54, encountered some fellow Explorers in an international boarding area at
Philadelphia Airport recently—a group of students beginning their journey to study abroad for the spring semester
in Rome, Italy. Bronson was bound for Rome to meet with Cardinal Edwin O’Brien about the case for the canonization
of Father Vincent R. Capodanno, a Navy chaplain who was killed giving last rites on a battlefield in Vietnam in 1967.
(From left) Katherine Hummel, Steven Johnston, Sarah Hass, Bronson, and Katherine Boligitz.

James S. Mintzer (B.S.) of Bethlehem, Pa.,
purchased USA Insulation of Northeast
Pennsylvania, the local franchise serving
the Scranton and Allentown markets.
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Mastering the Business of Beer

An idea that sparked during an internship
has transformed into a successful—and
fun—business model for John Trogner, ’94,
co-owner of Tröegs Brewing Company,
which won three gold medals at the 2012
Great American Beer Festival (GABF).
It started with a finance co-op in
Center City Philadelphia, where Trogner
discovered a small brewing company,
Dock Street.
“I loved it—loved the idea and caught
the ‘brewing pub bug,’ so to speak,”
Trogner said.
Trogner added microbiology and physics
classes to his business course load to get
a framework for the science of brewing.
After graduating, he moved to Colorado
with his brother, Chris, where he took
a job at a brewery learning the ins and
outs of the business. The brothers returned
to Pennsylvania and began operating
Troegs in 1997.
“It was a fast learning curve,” Trogner
said. “Everything clicked pretty quickly.”
In 2012, Tröegs opened its new,
larger location in Hershey, Pa., and took
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home three gold medals from GABF and
the title of Mid-Size Brewing Company
of the Year.

Chris (left) and John, ’94, Trogner in Tröegs’ new
Hershey, Pa., brewery.

“We’ve had the most fun we’ve ever
had this last year,” Trogner said.

Tröegs’ award-winning craft beers
include 2012 GABF Gold Medalists
HopBack Amber Ale, DreamWeaver
Wheat, and Sunshine Pils. Troegs.com
features a detailed description of each
brew, along with serving suggestions
and food pairings.

GABF—an annual brewing competition
in Denver, Colo.—features a public
tasting session of more than 2,200 beers
and a privately judged competition. Tröegs
has medaled at GABF multiple times
since 2006. This is the first year the
brewing company was named best
of its size.
Breweries are classified in terms of
size based on their production numbers.
Fifty percent of Tröegs’ sales are in
Pennsylvania. Tröegs also distributes
out to Ohio, Virginia, New Jersey, and
Massachusetts.
“We want to be fresh and local,” said
Trogner. “We’re not trying to be the biggest
brewery in the world.” (Check out Tröegs’
handy Beer Finder tab on troegs.com
to search establishments serving its
brews by ZIP code.)

Thirsty yet? Tröegs offers walking and
tasting tours at its Hershey brewery.
“If you want to learn how we do
everything, you can literally walk through
the entire process, while holding a
beer,” Trogner said. “It’s a fun, open
environment.”
Trogner’s business philosophy is
simple—creating tasty, locally crafted
beers that he enjoys with the hope
others enjoy them, too.
“We’re following our passion, blazing
our own path, and hopefully people get
it and try it and dig it,” he said.
—Olivia Biagi, ’10

notes
Stephen T. Zarrilli (B.S.)
of Malvern, Pa., was
named President and
Chief Executive Officer
of Safeguard Scientifics
Inc., a holding company
that builds value in
growth-stage life
sciences and technology companies.

1 9 8 4 Timothy C. Boyle, CPA (B.S.) of
Washington Crossing, Pa., was appointed
Vice President of Tax for SunGard, a world
leader in software and technology services.
Brian J. Connolly (B.S.) of Wayne, Pa., serves
as President for the Greater Philadelphia
Chapter of the National Contract Management Association.

1 9 8 5 John S. Birnhak (MBA) of Lower
Gwynedd, Pa., was named to the board
of directors of the Madlyn and Leonard
Abramson Center for Jewish Life, a private,
nonprofit provider of services whose mission

Births and Adoptions
1 9 9 2 A son, Andrew John, to Jennifer and
Christopher J. Barbier, CPA (B.S.).

A daughter, Kaitlyn Michelle, to Michael and
Karen M. (Golden) Harrigan (B.S.).

1 9 9 7 A son, Bennett, to William M.
deGroot (B.S.) and Carrie Zellmer.

2 0 0 5 A daughter, Gianna Gabriele,
to Victoria M. and Thomas A. DiCamillo
(B.A., MBA ’11).

2 0 0 0 A daughter, Veronica Michelle, to
Michael and Robin M. (Stranahan) Prete (B.S.).
2 0 0 1 A son, Jayden James, to Lisa and
Marcus J. Williams (B.A., MBA ’05).
2 0 0 3 A daughter, Madison, to Missy and
Jonathan A. Pron (B.S.).

is to enhance the quality of life of seniors
through top-notch care, education, and
research. He is the owner and founder
of Weight Watchers of Philadelphia Inc.
James J. Gallombardo (B.A.) of Bridgewater,
N.J., sponsored a bill in the New Jersey
legislature recognizing buglers who sound

A son, Colin John, to Julie (Stanoch) Thomas
(BSN) and Martin J. Thomas (B.A. ’06, BSN ’11).

2 0 0 6 A son, Colin John, to Martin J.
Thomas (B.A., BSN ’11) and Julie (Stanoch)
Thomas (BSN ’05).

live “Taps” for veterans during military
funeral honors. He is the State Director
in New Jersey for Bugles Across America,
a nationwide organization of about 7,500
volunteers, 100 of whom are in New Jersey.
The bill was signed by Gov. Chris Christie
on Oct. 5, 2012.
Edward J. Reitmeyer (B.S.) of Philadelphia,
is the Managing Director and Head of the
Real Estate Advisory Services Group in
the Philadelphia office of CBIZ MHM LLC,
a professional services company providing
a comprehensive range of business services,
products, and solutions.

1 9 8 6 Michael McNamara (B.A.) of
Trumbull, Conn., accepted the Director of
Public Investor Relations position for Steel
Partners Holdings L.P. in New York, N.Y.,
a global diversified holding company.
1 9 8 7 Stephen G. Meyer (B.S.) of Chester
Springs, Pa., was named to the Board of
Trustees of Malvern Preparatory School. He is
the Executive Vice President and head of SEI’s
Investment Managers division in Oaks, Pa.
1988

On Oct. 13, 2012, Todd DiFeo, ’01, married Megan Collier DiFeo with many La Salle grads in attendance. (Back row,
from left) Mike McMonagle, ’98, Ann-Marie Laun, ’01, Monica Bersani, ’01, Diana Quattrone, ’02, and Bill Katzmar, ’06.
(Third row, from left) Greg Scirrotto, ’76, Dan Malloy, ’01, and Rich Firely, ’01. (Second row, from left) Michele Tagye
Miller, ’98, Francesca (Cupo) Tiedeken, ’08, Albert Lee, ’01, and Shane Collier. (Front row, from left) Matt Tiedeken, ’06,
Rick Mirarchi, ’02, bride Megan Collier DiFeo, groom Todd DiFeo, ’01, Melissa (DiFeo) Scarry, ’03, and Mark Collier, ’99.
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1 9 8 9 Pamela Doody
Cyr, CPA (B.S.) of
Mount Laurel, N.J.,
accepted the position
of Executive Vice
President and Chief
Retail Banking Officer
with Beneficial Mutual
Savings Bank, a
Philadelphia-based

SPRING 2013

29

notes

In Memoriam: Thomas J. Murphy, ’56
Murphy served in the U.S. Army
during the Korean and Vietnam wars,
and he earned a bachelor’s degree
in political science from La Salle and
a master’s degree in financial services
from The American College. He worked
as a financial planner for AXA Equitable
Financial for more than 44 years.
An active parishioner of St. Alphonsus
Parish in Maple Glen, Pa., Murphy was a
former Grand Knight of the Notre Dame
Council of the Knights of Columbus.
He was also a past president of the
Rotary Club of Ambler and a hall of
fame member and past president of
the National Association of Insurance
and Financial Advisors of Greater
Philadelphia.
Thomas J. Murphy, ’56, of Ambler, Pa.,
a past Secretary of La Salle’s Alumni
Association, died on Dec. 30, 2012.
He was 78.

institution with one of the biggest market
shares in the region.
John S. Grady Jr. (B.A.) of Philadelphia, was
appointed a board member of Philadelphia
Works Inc. by Mayor Michael A. Nutter.
Board members set policy and strategy for
Philadelphia’s workforce efforts in support
of jobseekers and local businesses. He is
President of the Philadelphia Industrial
Development Corp.

1 9 9 1 Dennis M. Bachman, CPA (B.S.) of
Collegeville, Pa., was promoted to Partner
at McGladrey LLP, providing audit and
accounting services to businesses from
start up to Fortune 500.
1 9 9 2 Denise M. Highsmith (MBA) of
Sewell, N.J., was named Senior Vice
President and Director of Loan Review
for Sun National Bank.
Priscilla Jiwanmall-St. Peter (B.A.) of
Feasterville-Trevose, Pa., was named
Site Director at NHS Human Services,

30

LA SALLE MAGAZINE

Murphy is survived by his wife of 44
years, Veronica (Bonnie), three sons,
four daughters, 18 grandchildren, and
one great-grandchild. A son, Kevin P.
Murphy, ’83, died in 2011.

a community-based nonprofit human
services provider serving the special
needs of children and adults.
Thomas J. O’Farrell, CMA (B.S., MBA ’95)
of Philadelphia, was designated a certified
management accountant by the Institute
of Certified Management Accountants.
Richard G. Poulson, Esq. (B.A.) of Philadelphia, was selected by his peers for inclusion
in the Best Lawyers in America 2013 list.
He is an employment, labor, and workers
compensation attorney with Willig, Williams
& Davidson law firm in Philadelphia.

1 9 9 3 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Colin A.
Daigle (B.S.) of Burtonsville, Md., earned an
executive MBA from Duke University-Fuqua
School of Business. He is the Managing
Director for Marsh Risk Consulting’s
Construction Consulting Practice, based
in Washington, D.C.
Todd P. Mallon (B.S.) of Furlong, Pa., was
promoted to Vice President of Finance
for Continuum Health Alliance LLC and

continues his Chief Financial Officer of
Client Services position. In his new position,
he oversees the company’s fiscal policy as
he works with the executive team to define
organizational financial policies and develop
corporate growth strategies.
Anthony F. Verlezza (MBA) of Danbury,
Conn., published an article, “Wringing
Value from the Supply Chain—The Case for
Business Integration,” in the July 20, 2012,
issue of Industry Week. He is an associate
partner for Equus Group LLC, providing
tailored solutions to assist companies in
achieving their business goals through a
high-performance supply chain strategy.

1 9 9 4 Nicole S. Pilkus (B.A.) of South
Riding, Va., was featured in Profiles in
Leadership, a U.S. Department of Defense
publication highlighting leaders and their
leadership journey and philosophy. She is
the first non-senior executive to be featured.
Thomas A.J. Sutton (MBA) of Chalfont,
Pa., was named Vice President-Business
Development for Qualified Retirement Plans
at Univest Bank and Trust in the greater
Philadelphia area.

1 9 9 5 David G. Steinbach (B.A.) of
Doylestown, Pa., was recognized as an outstanding business and community leader
and named to the inaugural class of honorees
for the Forty Under 40 program by the Bucks
County Courier Times and the Intelligencer.
He is a partner with BP Environmental
Services Inc., a waste service provider.
Brian M. Marriott, Esq. (B.A.) of Holland,
Pa., was named to the inaugural class of
honorees for the Bucks County Forty Under
40 program as an outstanding business
and community leader by the Bucks County
Courier Times and the Intelligencer. He is
an attorney at the Law Offices of Brian M.
Marriott, a full-service litigation firm.

1 9 9 6 David J. Gill Jr., CPA, CFP (B.S.) of
Bensalem, Pa., was designated a Certified
Financial Planner by the Certified Financial
Planner Board of Standards Inc. and is also
recognized as a Personal Financial Specialist
by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants. He is a tax manager with
Haefele, Flanagan & Co., certified public
accountants and consultants.
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1 9 9 9 Michael R. Fox, Esq. (B.A.) of Philadelphia, was named Partner at Nelson Levine
de Luca & Hamilton, a national law firm.
He represents insurers in complex, firstparty property coverage disputes resulting
from fires and explosions, collapse events,
hurricanes, floods, and machinery losses.
He also is considered an authority on the

Medicare Secondary Payer Act, Medicare,
Medicaid, and the SCHIPP Extension Act.

2 0 0 0 Marjorie Ivins (BSN) of Sicklerville,
N.J., was promoted to first Chief Operating
Officer at Samaritan Healthcare and
Hospice, a not-for-profit service agency
caring for patients and families coping
with life-limiting illnesses.

Donna M. Massanova,
CPA (B.S.) of Philadelphia, is a recipient
of a 2012 Women
of Distinction award
presented by the
Philadelphia Business
Journal in recognition
for making a significant
impact in the region.

In Memoriam
1 9 3 8 Vincent J. Mianulli (B.S.) of
Catonsville, Md., on Aug. 18, 2012.

1 9 5 8 Donald W. Goodwin (B.S.) of Naples,
Fla., on Oct. 5, 2012.

1 9 6 8 David M. Bednarik (B.A.) of Elkton,
Md., on Oct. 5, 2012.

Michael C. Rainone, Esq. (B.A.) of
Binghamton, N.Y., on Oct. 17, 2012.

1 9 5 9 Robert I. Alotta, Ph.D. (B.A.) of
Harrisonburg, Va., on Aug. 29, 2012.

James J. Gilmartin (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
on March 1, 2012.

1 9 4 1 John T. McGeehan Sr., M.D. (B.S.)
of Coatesville, Pa., on Dec. 22, 2011.

1 9 6 1 Laurence T. Crossan Sr. (B.S.) of
Oreland, Pa., on July 23, 2012.

1 9 7 2 Joseph T. Scharff (B.S.) of Voorhees,
N.J., on June 5, 2012.

1 9 4 9 Paul E. Farrell, DDS (B.S.) of Virginia
Beach, Va., on Oct. 19, 2012.

Joseph P. Hanuscin, DDS (B.S.) of
Moorestown, N.J., on Oct. 23, 2012.

1 9 7 3 W. Dennis Nolan (B.A.) of Newtown
Square, Pa., on May 7, 2012.

1 9 5 0 George J. McDermott Jr. (B.S.) of
Southampton, Pa., on April 6, 2012.

Peter Yaremko (B.A.) of Cape Girardeau, Mo.,
on Oct. 8, 2012.

1 9 7 5 Peter S. McGraw (B.S.) of
Lumberton, N.J., on May 1, 2012.

1 9 5 1 Joseph V. McGinniss Sr., DDS (B.A.)
of Philadelphia, Pa., on July 3, 2012.

1 9 6 2 Joseph M. Caven (B.S.) of
Flemington, N.J., on Feb. 1, 2012.

1 9 7 6 Anthony J. Colletta (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Nov. 19, 2011.

1 9 5 2 Edward S. Breck (B.S.) of Oreland,
Pa., on July 4, 2011.

James T. Murphy (B.S.) of Holland, Pa.,
on Sept. 3, 2012.

Andrew P. Crane (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
on March 19, 2012.

Michael N. Iannelli (B.A.) of West Chester,
Pa., on Aug. 30, 2012.

William H. Watts Jr. (B.S.) of Berlin, N.J.,
on June 21, 2012.

1 9 7 7 Michael T. Brady (B.A.) of
Phoenixville, Pa., on Sept. 27, 2012.

1 9 5 4 Zenon W. Rajkowski of Mt. Laurel,
N.J., on July 17, 2012.

1 9 6 3 Terence K. Heaney, Esq. (B.S.)
of Gulph Mills, Pa., on Feb. 2, 2012.

1 9 8 0 Donna M. (Pierce) Franchetti (B.A.,
MBA ’83) of Voorhees, N.J., on Dec. 9, 2012.

William J. Thomas, M.D. (B.A.) of Hyannis,
Mass., on Oct. 4, 2012.

Joseph E. Klein (B.S.) of Glassboro, N.J.,
on July 6, 2012.

1 9 5 5 James F. Garberina (B.A.) of Roslyn,
Pa., on May 4, 2012.

1 9 6 4 Thomas J. Curry Jr. (B.S.) of
Herndon, Va., on Jan. 30, 2013.

1 9 5 6 Thomas J. Murphy (B.A.) of Ambler,
Pa., on Dec. 30, 2012.

Francis C. Keenan (B.A.) of Plymouth
Meeting, Pa., on Sept. 17, 2012.

Charles A. Singley (B.S.) of Homosassa, Fla.,
on Aug. 29, 2012.

1 9 6 6 George C. Casper (B.S.) of Abington,
Pa., on Nov. 3, 2012.

Donald C. White (B.S.) of Cherry Hill, N.J.,
on Aug. 17, 2012.

Philip J. Palmer (B.S.) of Louisville, Ky.,
on Dec. 23, 2011.

1 9 5 7 Charles J. Boyce Sr. (B.S.) of Willow
Grove, Pa., on Nov. 1, 2012.

1 9 6 7 Michael C. Coyle Sr. (B.A., MBA ’86)
of Blue Bell, Pa., on Jan. 25, 2012.

Francis X. Tracey (B.A.) of Baltimore, Md.,
on Feb. 8, 2012.

Brother Joseph F. Woods, F.S.C. (B.A.) of
Washington, D.C., on Sept. 23, 2012.

1 9 9 0 David J. McDonnell Jr. (B.S.) of
Drexel Hill, Pa., on Oct. 28, 2012.
1 9 9 2 Sigmund T. Curran (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on April 1, 2012.
1 9 9 3 Alfred J. Hurlock IV (B.A.) of
Hockessin, Del., on May 20, 2012.
1 9 9 6 James M. Jackson (B.S., MBA ’04)
of Philadelphia, Pa., on Oct. 8, 2012.
1 9 9 7 Daniel A. Fritz (B.A.) of North Wales,
Pa., on Dec. 1, 2012.
2 0 1 1 Farwa Hussain (MCC) of Pottsville,
Pa., on Sept. 29, 2012.
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In Memoriam: Terence K. Heaney, Esq., ’63
Terence (Terry) Heaney, Esq., ’63, of Gulph
Mills, Pa., a former member of La Salle’s
Board of Trustees and past President of the
Alumni Association, died on Dec. 2, 2012.
He was 71.
Heaney was a founding partner and CEO
of the law firm Heaney, Kilcoyne, Bleczinski
& Kelm, LLC., specializing in tax and estate
law services. After graduating from La Salle
with an accounting degree, he earned his
master’s and juris doctor degrees from
Temple University.
A recipient of the John J. Finley, ’24,
Award for his outstanding service to the
University, Heaney served on the Alumni Association Board of Directors for more than
30 years and on the Board of Trustees for 17 years. He was also honored with the
Michael A. DeAngelis Award for his professional achievements in accounting, and he
was a member of the De La Salle Society in recognition of his generous contributions
to the University.
Heaney was recognized as an authority on tax law, and he delivered lectures around
the country and was frequently interviewed by TV, radio, and newspaper reporters on
the topic. Last fall, he was honored by the Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public
Accountants, Greater Philadelphia Chapter, Federal Taxation Committee, for his work
in providing education and insight to Institute members.
He is survived by his wife, Madeline, four daughters, and five grandchildren.
She is a partner at ParenteBeard, an
accounting firm providing CPA and business
advisory services to small businesses, middle
market companies, nonprofits, and SEC
registrants. She is the practice leader of
the firm’s employee benefit plan group.

2 0 0 1 Joseph M. Canataro, CPA (B.S.)
of Mount Laurel, N.J., was promoted to
Director in the Accounting and Auditing
Department of Asher & Company Ltd.,
a regional leader in audit, accounting, tax,
and advisory services.
Jonathan A. Palumbo (B.A., MBA ’04) of Silver
Spring, Md., was named Deputy Director of
Athletics at Virginia Commonwealth University.

2003 H REUNION YEAR
Margaretann Foster (B.A.) of Meriden,
Conn., was named Director of Marketing
for Masonicare at AshlarVillage, a continuingcare retirement community in Wallingford,
Pa. She is responsible for managing the
sales and marketing of both the independent
and assisted living communities.
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2 0 0 4 Capt. Jason J. Ranjo, Esq. (B.A.) of
Voorhees, N.J., was named to the Associates
Class of 2012 by the New Jersey Law
Journal. He works in the litigation department at Patton Boggs LLP in Newark, N.J.
He served as an officer in the U.S. Army and
in the New Jersey Army National Guard.
2 0 0 4 Frederick J. Lynch (M.A.) of
Philadelphia, is as a certified peer support
specialist working with chronically mentally ill
patients in a locked ward at Temple University
Health Systems’ Episcopal campus in the
Kensington section of Philadelphia. His
immediate goal is to pursue music studies
at community college, then transfer to
the music therapy program at Immaculata
University.
2 0 0 5 John D. Snyder of Lititz, Pa., is
engaged to marry Laure Carlo in July 2013.
Barbara A. Wadsworth (MBA) of Warrington,
Pa., was named Chief Nursing Officer for
Main Line Health, the core of the region’s

acute care hospitals—Lankenau, Bryn Mawr,
Paoli, and Riddle, as well as Bryn Mawr
Rehabilitation Hospital.

2 0 0 6 Virginia F. Kropac (MBA) of Belmar,
N.J., was elected to the Lake Como Council
seat for a three-year term.
2 0 0 7 Alaina A. Gregorio, Esq. (B.A.)
of Cherry Hill, N.J., was named to the
Associates Class of 2012 by the New
Jersey Law Journal.
2 0 0 8 H R E U N I O N Y E A R James H.
Foxen, Esq. (B.A.) of Tenafly, N.J., was
named to the Associates Class of 2012
by the New Jersey Law Journal.
2 0 0 9 Jennifer Nieves (B.S.) of Philadelphia, is the owner of Busy Babeez Daycare
Center LLC and partner of Executive Cutz
Unisex Salon.
Joseph P. Quintiliani Jr. (B.A.) of West
Chester, Pa., received the Reuben B. and
Estelle Loeb Scholarship, awarded annually
to a fourth-year medical student at Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM).
He was recognized for his excellence during
his clerkship at the PCOM urban health-care
clinic and demonstrated a commitment to
assisting low-income patients in urban areas.

2 0 1 2 Patrick O’Leary (M.Ed.) of New
Hope, Pa., teaches fourth grade at New
Hope-Solebury Upper Elementary School.
He is engaged to marry Nicole Sophy.
Justin R. Walters (B.A.) of Mount Vernon, N.Y.,
is a production assistant for Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia. He served as an affiliate
producer for the 2012 Olympic Games.
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Support La Salle University and receive a special, limited edition
book commemorating La Salle’s sesquicentennial.
Living the Promise: A History of La Salle University, by John P. Rossi,
Ph.D., ’58, professor emeritus of history, follows the story of La Salle
from its founding by the Christian Brothers in 1863 to the present day.
With a minimum gift of $75 to The La Salle Fund, you will receive
Living the Promise, and your gift will help us continue providing
a Lasallian education to the next generation of Explorers.
Visit www.lasalle.edu/150/#book or call 215.951.1817 to make a gift.
The book will be mailed to you, and $40 will be tax deductible.
This offer is valid while supplies last.

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOU!
If you have news, we want to know! Complete this form and send to: Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141. Or update your
information at www.lasalle.edu/updateyourinfo.
Name:
Degree:

			
Class:

Address:
This is a new address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

		

E-mail:

		
Job Title: 		

Name of Employer:
Work Address:
News:

Work Phone:

		

Privacy statement:
We use several sources to gather
information for Alumni Notes. If you
prefer not to have information about
you appear in La Salle Magazine
or the newsletter, please let us know
by checking this box:
Please send the following information on:
admission
planned giving
chapter activities
alumni-admission recruiting
volunteer activities
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